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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER
I will have shared with many of our students that at the age of fifteen or sixteen years old
that you will be in a position to choose from a wide range of educational establishments
in which to continue with your studies. It can be a difficult time with a great deal of
information to process and different opinions being expressed. It is therefore important to
listen and reflect upon what is right for you.
Many of you reading this will have been with us at The Grange for a number of years. As
Headteacher, I am very motivated to serve our existing students and keep you with us into the
Sixth Form because we have a shared vested experience. If we are in a position to offer the courses that you wish to
study beyond the age of sixteen then there are a great number of benefits in staying in an environment where you
are known and cared for. The grass isn’t always greener on the other side.
I am sure that there will be others who will be wondering whether The Grange School is right for you. What you will
see and hear about The Grange will be close to reality. I want there to be an integrity about our open events and
for prospective students to understand what it is that we have to offer. We have a long established Sixth Form that
provides a good quality education, offering a wide range of subjects. We will do all we can to make sure the transition
to your next year of education is as smooth as possible. As Headteacher, I would like prospective students to know
what they are signing up to, so please ensure that all your questions are answered.
All of you reading this will have decisions to make based upon accessing a wide range of information and listening
to the advice of others. Whatever decision you make, I have no doubt that it will be the right one for you.
Mr V Murray
Headteacher
Thank you for your interest in our Sixth Form. Rated ‘Good’ by OFSTED in 2017, we are an
inclusive, diverse Sixth Form of around 150 students. A large proportion of our cohort
is comprised of Grange students who choose to stay with us for the next stage of their
education, but we also welcome applications from students from other schools.
We offer a wide variety of Level 3 courses, both A Level and BTEC, including vocational
courses in Travel and Tourism, Health and Social Care, ICT, Applied Science, Sports Studies
and Business Studies. Many of our students choose to study a combination of BTEC and A
Level subjects.
We provide excellent pastoral support for our students, including mentoring, a tutorial programme to support future
aspirations, visits and inviting in guest speakers. We support UCAS applications and have an excellent track record
of students gaining places in their first choice university.
We pride ourselves on providing a tailored and adaptable sixth form environment meaning that we are able to adapt
what additional support and opportunities that we offer to the students as they present themselves to us. We do not
believe in a one-size fits all approach but an individual one.
We are very proud of the opportunities that we provide for students and our flexible approach to admissions. We are
aware that some students don’t perform to their potential in GCSE examinations, so where this is the case, we will
look deeper and discuss applications with teachers to see if it is possible to offer the students a place with us. This
is not always possible of course but we firmly believe in looking after our students and providing opportunities for
them to be successful.
Students are trusted to work independently in our Library, Canteen or our newly refurbished Study Centre. When not
studying or in lessons, students have the opportunity to contribute to the wider life of the school, through community
service in class, in the Library supporting younger students, or through our peer mentor programme, in conjunction
with Bucks Mind.
We set high standards for our students, who are monitored and supported throughout their time with us in order to
help them to realise their potential.
Mr Russell
Head of Sixth Form
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WHY STAY ON AT SCHOOL?

WHAT OUR STUDENTS HAVE TO SAY

You now have some important decisions to make:
• Whether to apply to enter the Sixth Form
or go elsewhere
• Which subjects to choose for your Sixth Form course

“This will be my seventh year at The Grange and I have
found my time at the school to be extremely fulfilling,
both academically and personally. I am doing Gold DofE
alongside my A-Level subjects Maths, Geography and
Product Design. After achieving very high GCSE grades,
I was tempted away to another school at the beginning
of sixth form however this move was not right for me
and I returned. This experience made it clear to me that
The Grange is committed to developing every student,
from the minute they walk through the door to the day
they leave when they can offer a full and constructive
role in today’s changing society. I am now looking to go
onto university to study Finance and Accounting. The
school encourages everyone to explore the different
opportunities available to them, with a full system of
support that offers guidance to attain future goals.”

This prospectus is designed to help you make these
decisions but remember that there are other people
you can speak to: our Careers Advisor, your Form
Tutor, your Subject Teachers and your current Year
Team Leader are all there to give advice.
Qualifications are becoming more and more important
today and there are real difficulties facing young people
who leave school without them. We are confident
that studying for two years in our Sixth Form is the
most effective way of advancing to Further or Higher
Education and of obtaining suitable and satisfying
employment.
In the Sixth Form, students have the opportunity to
further their studies in subjects which interest them.
While you will inevitably see your course as a means
of gaining qualifications, you will also have some
non-teaching time in which to pursue other interests
and responsibilities, as well as carrying out further
independent study in your chosen subjects.
There will be opportunities for you to assume positions
of responsibility and leadership within the school and
to participate in and organise school functions.
Sixth Form life will enable you to develop your abilities
in an individual way, to grow in maturity and to get
as far as you can in your chosen subjects. We cater
for students of all abilities by offering a wide range of
courses.
We encourage you to widen your educational
experience by providing an enrichment programme
to include outside speakers, workshops, employment
based activities, Community Service and by giving you
many opportunities to participate in extra-curricular
activities.
We recognise the need for careful guidance at this
stage in your educational career and therefore, we
have developed a successful pastoral system which
concerns itself with both individual academic progress
and general welfare.
You are supported to make informed choices about
Further/Higher Education and employment and we
have a Careers Library containing information on all
possible progression routes. We have established links
with local employers, organise Work Experience and
arrange visits to companies and institutions of Further
and Higher Education.
The opportunities which The Grange Sixth Form offers
are available to all students who have met the entry
criteria, regardless of ability or background, who
are willing to work hard on a course appropriate to
their aptitude and skills, and are prepared to act as
positive and responsible members of The Grange
School Community.
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Tom Saunders, Head Boy
“I first joined the Grange School in Year 7 and am now
coming up to finishing my seventh year here. I can’t
have imagined going anywhere else as this school has
allowed me to achieve excellent results in my exams.
My teachers have pushed and encouraged me to reach
my goals through supportive, engaging lessons as well
as extra revisions classes and intensive feedback. I’ve
found that my teachers have really cared about me and
the quality of my education. The inclusive and safe
environment has allowed me to flourish and grow how
I wish.”
Bethany Parker, Head Girl

THE SIXTH FORM CURRICULUM 2021
CHOOSING AN A-LEVEL COURSE
Those students who meet the entry requirements will
normally study three subjects over the two years.
Throughout your time in Sixth Form the minimum
course of study for all students is three full courses.
Some students will undertake the Extended Project
Qualification to extend/supplement their A-Level
studies. Further details are found in the prospectus.
Each subject should be allocated ten periods per
fortnight in both Year 12 and Year 13. When choosing
subjects the following factors should be taken into
consideration:
a) The degree of interest you have in a subject.
This is very important if you are going to spend
two years studying the subject in depth.
b) How competent you are in the subject. You
should know whether you will like a subject
which involves a great deal of reading and
essay writing or one which is based round
problem solving.

c) Whether the subjects you choose combine effectively as a coherent group of studies.
d) Whether your chosen subjects meet the requirements needed for a career or university course that
you have in mind.

ENGLISH AND MATHEMATICS GCSE
English and Mathematics are an essential pre-requisite for further education and employment and all students will
be expected to work towards GCSE Level 4 – 9 in English and Mathematics as part of their Sixth Form studies if they
have not already achieved this in Year 11.

WORK EXPERIENCE
Work Experience takes place in July at the end of Year 12 studies. Suitable placements need to be discussed and
agreed by the Head of Careers and Work Experience during Year 12.

COMMUNITY SERVICE/OTHER EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
All students are expected to participate in Community Service (either inside or outside school) or another educational
activity (for example, Young Enterprise) in order to develop as you progress into higher education, further study or
skilled employment. A range of opportunities are available and students will discuss with their Form Tutor and the
Head of Sixth Form their choice at the beginning of the academic year.

OPTION CHOICES FOR SEPTEMBER 2021
Students choose from the courses in the option blocks below. Only one subject can be chosen per block. Students
must meet the entry requirements for the courses.

OPTION BLOCKS FOR 2021
OPTION A

OPTION B

OPTION C

A-Level
• Business Studies
• Film Studies

A-Level
• Psychology
• Religious Studies

A-Level
• English Literature
• Geography

BTEC Level 3
• Business

BTEC Level 3
• Travel and
Tourism

BTEC Level 3
• Sports Studies
(Double)
• Information
Technology
• Applied Science

GCSE resit
• English

GCSE resit
• Mathematics

OPTION D

OPTION E

A-Level
• History
• Design
Technology
• Criminology

A-Level
• Drama and
Theatre Studies
• Mathematics
• Sociology

BTEC Level 3
• Health and Social
Care

BTEC Level 3
• Sports Studies
(Single)

• Sports Studies is offered as Single or Double Award. A double award is the equivalent of taking two A-Levels 		
and thus appears in two blocks, counting as two choices. For the double award, the subject must be taken 		
in the two option blocks.
• Some students may find it difficult to choose between 2 subjects in different blocks. In order to help them 		
make an informed choice they can initially choose 4 subjects and then drop 1 of them within the first few weeks

ADVANCED/LEVEL 3 SUBJECTS - TWO YEAR COURSES
AQA Applied Science, A-Level Design Technology: Product Design, BTEC Business, BTEC Travel and Tourism, Business,
Criminology, Drama and Theatre Studies, English Literature, Film Studies, Geography, BTEC Health & Social Care, History,
BTEC Information Technology, Mathematics, Psychology, Religious Studies, Sociology, BTEC Sports Studies

OTHER
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), GCSE English and GCSE Mathematics resit
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APPLIED SCIENCE
BTEC LEVEL 3
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Exam Board: Students will follow the Pearson Edexcel BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied Science.
Examination Structure: There are 4 units in total over 2 years.

CORE MANDATORY UNITS
1. Principles and Applications of Science (Externally Assessed Exam)
2. Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques (Internally Assessed Coursework)
3. Science Investigation Skills (External Assessed Practical Coursework)
Optional Unit (Only 1 of these will be selected)
15 Electrical Circuits and their Application (Internally Assessed Coursework)
11: Genetics and Genetic Engineering (Internally Assessed Coursework)

COURSEWORK/CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT
58% of the Module is externally assessed under exam conditions and 42% is internally assessed coursework.
The course is modular and you will receive module grades as you progress through the course.
You can also re-sit the externally assessed examination units.

QUALITIES AND COMMITMENT EXPECTED FROM THE STUDENT
Students should have a lively, keen interest in Science, the Science Industry and its impact on society. Students will
need to have a curious, logical mind, be able to carry out practical work and solve problems using their investigations
skills. This course is best suited to students that prefer a more vocational, assignment-based approach to learning
Science. Students will need to be able to work independently to produce portfolios of work based on a variety of
different tasks which will be internally assessed. Students would also need to be able to work in groups and have a
solid foundation in theoretical principles and practical skills for the externally assessed units. A commitment to hard
work and independent study is essential to meet numerous deadlines throughout the 2 years.
The Future: A BTEC Diploma in Applied Science will enable you to progress towards many degree courses including
radiography, nursing, sports studies, applied science, medical sciences, pharmacology, dental technology, and
foundation courses in pharmacy/optometry if coupled with Mathematics. Alternatively, this qualification can also lead
to direct employment in a Science-related area such as laboratory work.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need 5 GCSEs Level 4 - 9 including Science to gain entry to this course. You will be expected to purchase the
recommended text books for the course.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Ms N Glenister and Mrs B Munien
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BTEC TRAVEL AND TOURISM
LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE

COURSE DESCRIPTION
360 GLH (480 TQT) Equivalent in size to one A-Level. 4 units of which 3 are mandatory and 2 are external. Mandatory
content (83%). External assessment (58%). This qualification is designed to support learners who are interested in
learning about the travel and tourism industry alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide
range of higher education courses, not necessarily in travel and tourism-related subjects.

COURSE CONTENT
Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel and Tourism
Unit
Number

Unit Title

GLH

Type

How assessed

Mandatory Units – learners complete and achieve all units
1

The World of Travel and Tourism

2

Global Destinations

3

Principles of Marketing in
Travel and Tourism

90

Mandatory

External

120

Mandatory

External

90

Mandatory
and Synoptic

Internal

Optional Units – learners complete 1 unit
9
11

Visitor Attractions

60

Optional

Internal

Events, Conferences and Exhibitions

60

Optional

Internal

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students will follow the Pearson Edexcel BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Travel & Tourism.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment in this course will be a mixture of externally set examinations and tasks as well as internally assessed
and moderated coursework that are linked to the assessment criterion of each unit of study.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need to have gained a minimum of five GCSEs at Level 4 - 9 including Business Studies. Consideration will be
given to students who have not studied Business before however, acceptance on to the course will be at the discretion
of the Subject Leader.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr A Haycock
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BUSINESS
BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Business is an Applied General qualification. It is for post-16
learners who want to continue their education through applied learning and who aim to progress to higher education
and ultimately to employment in the business sector. The course is designed to ensure that students gain knowledge
and understanding of a variety of business functions that creates links to real life examples. The qualification is
equivalent in size to one A-Level and aims to provide a coherent introduction to study of the business sector.

ASSESSMENT
360 GLH (455 TQT) Equivalent in size to one A-Level. 4 units of which 3 are mandatory and 2 are external.
Mandatory content (83%). External assessment (58%). Students must complete and achieve at pass grade or above
for all these units.

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Business
Unit
Number

Unit Title

GLH

Type

How assessed

Mandatory Units – learners complete and achieve all units
1

Exploring Business

90

Mandatory

Internal

2

Developing a Marketing Campaign

90

Mandatory Synoptic

External

3

Personal and Business Finance

120

Mandatory

External

Optional

Internal

Optional Units – learners complete 1 unit
8

Recruitment and Selection Process

60

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need 5 GCSEs Grade 4 – 9 including Business at 4 to gain entry to this course. If you have followed a BTEC
Level 2 course, you will need to have achieved a Merit in this subject. Those who have not studied Business may be
considered however we will expect you to have achieved at least Grade 4 or above in English GCSE.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr A Haycock
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BUSINESS STUDIES
A-LEVEL
COURSE DESCRIPTION
A-Level Business Studies helps students:
• Develop a critical understanding of organisations, the markets they serve and the process of adding value.
• Be aware that business behaviour can be studied from the perspectives of a range of stakeholders.
• Acquire a range of skills including decision-making and problem-solving.
• Be aware of the current structure of business and business practice.
Students will develop the knowledge and skills needed to analyse data, think critically about issues and make
informed decisions – all skills that are needed for further study and employment.

COURSE CONTENT
Students will study the following:
• Investigate different types and sizes of organisations in various business sectors and environments, drawing on
local, national and global contexts, including data which relates to the business environment.
• Develop a holistic understanding of business and enterprise and be aware of the opportunities and threats of 		
operating in a global marketplace.
• Be familiar with current issues in business and be able to investigate, analyse and evaluate contemporary 		
business opportunities and problems in a wide range of contexts, whilst recognising how businesses adapt to 		
operate in a dynamic business environment.
• Gain an understanding of the important role played by small businesses in the economy of Wales and the rest 		
of the UK. In addition, you will identify the opportunities that exist for entrepreneurs, as well as the importance
of established business and not-for-profit organisations in providing goods and services.
• Apply a number of analytical techniques, including decision-making models, investment appraisal tools and 		
ratio analysis, to investigate business opportunities and problems to determine business strategy in a range of
contexts.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow the EDUQAS Advanced GCE in Business Studies and sit all 3 examinations at the end of Year 13.

ASSESSMENT
Component 1 - Business Opportunities and Functions
Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes, 33% of qualification, 80 marks
• Section A: compulsory short-answer questions
• Section B: compulsory data response questions 		
• To assess Business Opportunities and Business Functions 		
			
Component 2 - Business Analysis and Strategy
Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes, 33% of qualification, 80 marks
• Compulsory data response and structured questions
• To assess business strategy and analytical techniques used in the business decision-making process. The
subject content in Component 1 will underpin the context for Business Analysis and Strategy
Component 3 - Business in a Changing World
Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes, 33% of qualification, 80 marks
• Section A: compulsory questions based on a case study
• Section B: one synoptic essay from a choice of three
• To assess all of the A-Level subject content

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
5 or more GCSEs at Level 4 – 9 including English and Mathematics with a minimum Grade 5 at Business Studies. You
will be expected to purchase the recommended text books for the course.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr D Sabin or Ms E Devanney

“As they mature, students are given more responsibility for their own
development.”
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CRIMINOLOGY		

		

A-LEVEL
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Level 3 Criminology is a popular course, covering all aspects of crime. In Year 12, students get to learn about different
types of crimes, explanations for why people commit crime and how we deal with criminals. They also study real life
examples of high-profile crimes and learn about the media campaigns that arise from them, which aim to change
the law.
In Year 13, students look at what happens at the scene of a crime, the forensic and police investigation process, how
cases are prepared for trial, and what happens in the courtroom at a criminal trial. They also look at our current forms
of punishments, such as prison sentences, and consider how effective these are for deterring criminals.

COURSE CONTENT
Unit 1:
• Different types of crime
• How we can study the amount of crime being committed?
• Why are certain crimes not reported to the police?
• What are the consequences of crimes not being reported?
• How does the media represent certain crimes?
• How do the public perceive certain crimes?
• Learn about examples of campaigns that have changed the law
• How effective campaigns are in changing the law
• Students design their own campaign
Unit 2:
• How do we define what is and is not a crime?
• How does our idea of ‘crime’ change over time and between cultures?
• Criminological theories (explanations of crime)
• How useful are these explanations for explaining crime?
• What policies are in place to prevent/reduce crime?
Unit 3:
• Who is involved in criminal investigations?
• How are investigations carried out?
• How is evidence processed?
• What rights do individuals have?
• What is the criminal justice process?
• What factors affect criminal trials?
Unit 4:
• How
• How
• How
• How
• How

are laws made?
is the criminal justice system organised?
do we control people’s behaviour?
do we punish people if they commit a crime?
effective is our system of punishment?

EXAM BOARD
The exam board is ‘WJEC’ and the course is the ‘Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology.
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ASSESSMENT
The course is comprised of 4 units each worth 25% of the overall grade.
Two of the units will be assessed through students writing an extended assignment (controlled assessment)
Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime (Year 12)
Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom (Year 13)
The other two units are each assessed by a 90-minute external exams
Unit 2: Criminological Theories (Year 12)
Unit 4: Crime and Punishment (Year 13)
This assessment structure is particularly useful in helping students to spread out their exams and controlled
assessment across the two year A Level course.

WHERE NEXT?
This course can lead to a variety of higher educational courses such as Sociology, Criminology, Politics, Anthropology
and Social Policy. In terms of career opportunities, the course develops written communication, independent learning
and skills of analysis and evaluation. A variety of specialist careers such as: Business, public relations & human
resources, social services, teaching, public administration, counselling, protective social services (criminal justice
related fields), law, education, and medicine are available with further study at degree level and beyond The social
focus of the course provides students with many insights into areas like health, education, social policy, development
and research. Therefore, this is a useful qualification for many fields of employment.

SUBJECT ENRICHMENT
Crime Conference: an insight into crime prevention, prison experiences from ex-prisoners and a talk from a forensic
psychologist.
Trip to Parliament and the Old Bailey: an insight into how our political system shapes the world we live in and an
opportunity to watch a criminal trial at the oldest criminal court in Britain.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The requirement for this course is that students attain a B grade or above at GCSE English due to the need for strong
essay writing skills, although students who have attained a high level C grade in English may be considered.
You will also have to purchase the Level 3 Applied Diploma textbook which is published by Illuminate Publishing.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr N Hood
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY PRODUCT DESIGN
A-LEVEL
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and
confidence to succeed in a number of careers. Especially those in the creative industries.
Students will investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic influences on Design and Technology,
whilst enjoying opportunities to put their learning in to practice by producing prototypes of their choice. Students will
gain a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher
education and employers.

COURSE CONTENT
Paper 1 - Technical principles				
Paper 2 - Designing and making principles			
How it's assessed					
How it’s assessed
• Written examination: 2 hours and 30 minutes.		
• Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes.
• 120 marks.						• 80 marks.
• 30% of A-Level.					
• 20% of A-Level.
Section A:
• Product Analysis: 30 marks.
• Up to 6 short answer questions based on visual stimulus of product(s).
Section B:
• Commercial Manufacture: 50 marks.
• Mixture of short and extended response questions.
Non-examination assessment (NEA)
Practical application of technical principles, designing and making principles.
How it's assessed
• Substantial design and make project.
• 100 marks.
• 50% of A-Level.
Evidence
Written or digital design portfolio and photographic evidence of final prototype.

EXAMINATION BOARD
AQA

ASSESSMENT
A-Level Design and Technology: Product Design requires students to engage in both practical and theoretical study.
This specification requires students to cover design and technology skills and knowledge. These have been separated
into:
• Technical principles.
• Designing and making principles.
In their first year students will be assessed on a written examination (2 hours, 80 marks) and the NEA task that they
have been working on throughout the year. This NEA task will be coursework based and is comprised of a design
portfolio covering exploration, designing, making, analysing and evaluation. In their second year students will take
two written examinations worth 50% of their final grade. Each examination lasts for 2 hours. This is combined with
another NEA design task that they will complete throughout the year.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
5 GCSEs Level 4 – 9 or above including a Design and Technology subject.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr S Reynolds
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DRAMA AND THEATRE
A-LEVEL
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The A-Level Drama and Theatre course aims to extend your knowledge, imagination, sensitivity and insight into the
complexities of theatre and to explore the nature of dramatic experience. A genuine interest in the theatre and drama
is necessary. You should be willing to participate in all practical activities as this is a vital part of the learning process.
The emphasis will be on Drama as a practical, intellectual and artistic subject.

COURSE CONTENT
You will study a wide variety of texts to see how they might be realised:
• How acting, directing, scenery, costume, sound and lighting design make the realisation possible.
• What practical skills are needed to enhance and enrich your textual study.
• How different styles, conventions and theatre practice influence the choices made when realising a
play in performance.
• How theatre and stage design have evolved historically.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow Edexcel Advanced GCE in Drama and Theatre.

ASSESSMENT
The Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Drama and Theatre consists of one coursework component (this means
practical workshops and evaluative work), one examined performance by a visiting examiner and one externally
examined written paper.
Component 1: Devising
Coursework: 40% of the qualification
Students will:
• Devise an original performance piece.
• Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli.
There are two parts to the assessment:
1. a portfolio of evidence about the practical work completed during this unit (2500–3000 words or
		recorded/verbal)
2. the devised performance/design realisation
• Internally assessed and externally moderated.
Component 2: Text in Performance
Coursework/performance: 20% of the qualification
Content:
• A group performance/design realisation of one key extract from a performance text.
• A monologue or duologue performance/design realisation from one key extract from a different performance 		
text (Centre choice of performance texts).
Be externally assessed by a visiting examiner.
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
40% of the qualification
Content overview - Questions based on the following:
• A Live theatre evaluation – choice of performance.
• The Practical exploration and study of a complete performance text – focusing on how this can be realised
for performance.
• The Practical exploration and interpretation of another complete performance text, in light of a chosen
theatre practitioner – focusing on how this text could be reimagined for a contemporary audience.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
5 GCSEs at Level 4 – 9 which must include Drama at Grade 5 and English at Level 4 or above. If you have not studied
Drama at GCSE, it is important that you discuss the course before submitting your application.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr A Russell
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
A-LEVEL
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Students with A-Level English Literature have a wide range of exciting career opportunities. You will learn and use
a huge variety of transferable skills during the course. These include writing critically, responding to and analysing
literary texts, and expressing informed and independent opinions. More widely, you will learn to identify and develop
the links between different parts of the subject across texts and genres. These skills are in demand by employers,
universities and colleges.
English Literature can be studied as a single subject in higher education or can be combined with a variety of other
subjects. It can form an excellent basis for study in any arts-based subject combination with for example film studies,
law, politics, philosophy or modern languages.
Many students may use this qualification to go straight into employment and opportunities to receive further training
in journalism, the media and law could be offered.

COURSE CONTENT
The course will enable you to:
• Develop your interest and enjoyment of literature by reading widely.
• Communicate your response to a wide variety of texts and respond to texts of different types and periods.
• Make informed opinions and judgements on literary texts.
• Gain an understanding of cultural, historical and other influences on texts.
• Develop a range of thinking and learning skills.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow Edexcel English Literature 9ET0.

ASSESSMENT
The course is split into four components; drama, prose and poetry which are assessed by end of course examination,
and the coursework unit. The drama unit, which is 30% of the course, covers Shakespeare and a modern drama text
with a challenging new focus of interpreting texts in the light of critical perspectives. Prose accounts for 20% of the
course and two books are studied along a theme of the supernatural, taking texts from both the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. Poetry is 30% of the course and a key poet is studied, along with twenty first century poems
and unseen skills are also developed. The coursework is particularly exciting, allowing the student free choice in
comparing two texts in an analytical essay for the final 20% of their A-Level.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You need to have a passion for reading: if not this really isn’t the course for you. To study this subject you need to
have GCSE qualifications in English Language (Level 5) and English Literature (Level 5). Several areas covered in the
course are developments of work done at GCSE, but others are new. You will need to be prepared to study poetry,
prose and drama texts and to make comparisons between texts and study unprepared texts. You will need an ability
to analyse what you have read and to communicate your ideas effectively in writing.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs R Zehra
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The AQA Extended Project Qualification is a stand-alone Level 3 qualification with a UCAS weighting of A* 70 points, A
60 points, B 50 points etc. It is the equivalent of half an A2 but not an AS (hence the availability of the A* grade). It is,
generally, a written essay of 5000 words but can also be in the form of an artefact, performance or production which
is accompanied by a 1000 word write-up. It should comprise a single piece of work, of the student’s choosing, that
shows evidence of planning, preparation, research and autonomous working. It is ultimately a journey of discovery.

COURSE CONTENT
The learner will:
• Identify, design, plan and complete an individual project, applying organisational skills and strategies to 		
meet stated objectives.
• Obtain and select information from a range of sources, analyse data, apply relevantly and demonstrate 		
understanding of any appropriate linkages, connections and complexities of the topic.
• Select and use a range of skills to solve problems, and take decisions critically, creatively and flexibly
• Evaluate outcomes – including own learning and performance.
• Select and use a range of communication skills and media to convey and present evidenced outcomes 			
and conclusions.
• Be supported through the process by a Supervisor (member of staff).
The benefits for you, the student are that:
• You have control over your learning and your own your project.
• You can explore an additional aspect of a subject you already study.
• You can pursue a personal interest and gain credit for it.
• You can make a conscious link with your intended HE study/career.

ASSESSMENT
The AQA Extended Project Qualification is equivalent to half an A-Level. Using a six grade scale from A* to E, it is
internally assessed by the teaching Supervisor and standardised by the Centre Co-ordinator.
Marks are awarded for the development and application of transferable and key skills against a range of criteria.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The EPQ will only be offered to students at the end of Year 12 and will run from September until April of Year 13, so
it is intended for students who may want to take this up in addition to their existing subjects, or as an alternative
to continuing with an AS subject. You cannot choose it now, but you may want to be aware of the opportunity when
making your choices.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr A Russell
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FILM STUDIES
A-LEVEL					
COURSE DESCRIPTION
By studying Film at A-Level, students will develop a range of knowledge and skills, both creative and analytical. It is
an academically rigorous, intellectually stimulating course in which you will explore a wide range of films and film
related products. You will look at the features and production of these products; explore common themes across
a range of films; examine issues of contemporary cultural, political and ethical relevance in relation to films; and
learn how to create your own original, professional standard products across different forms related to the film
industry. Today, the film industry has a huge impact on our lives, and this course will empower you by helping you
to understand that influence. It would also be ideal preparation for anyone thinking of taking their study of media,
film or marketing related subjects on into higher education, or as a career aspiration.

COURSE CONTENT
Paper 1: 2 hours and 30 minutes
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of five feature-length films and one compilation of short films.
• Section A: Hollywood 1930-1990 (comparative study) – focus on contexts and the idea of the auteur
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to two Hollywood films, one from the Classical Hollywood
period (1930-1960) and the other from the New Hollywood period (1961-1990).
• Section B: American film since 2005 (two-film study) – focus on spectatorship and ideology
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to two American films, one mainstream film and one 		
contemporary independent film.
• Section C: Documentary film – focus on debates
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to one documentary film.
• Section D: Short film
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to a compilation of short films.
Paper 2: 2 hours and 30 minutes
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of six feature-length films.
• Section A: British film since 1995 (two-film study) – focus on narrative and ideology
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to two British films.
• Section B: Global film (two-film study) – focus on film poetics and filmmakers' theories
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to two global films, one European and one produced 		
outside Europe.
• Section C: Film movements – silent cinema – focus on the idea of the auteur
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to one silent film or group of films.
• Section D: Film movements – experimental film (1960-2000) – focus on the idea of the auteur
One question from a choice of two, requiring reference to one film option.
Coursework: Production and critical evaluation
This component assesses practical skills in creating a film product with a critical evaluation of the process and the
final product.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow WJEC Film Studies.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment is 70% examination, and 30% coursework, which will be internally assessed and externally moderated.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Important requirements for this course include a keen interest in films – we cover films that you might not usually
watch, an ability to analyse texts and pursue arguments effectively, and an ability to express your ideas with clarity
and passion in writing and discussion. Creative ability and an aptitude for the use of new technology will also be
advantageous. You must have at least 5 GCSEs including Level 4 or above in either English Language or English
Literature.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs R Zehra or Mrs J Ingle
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GEOGRAPHY
A-LEVEL
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Geography embraces a variety of approaches to the examination of issues and questions associated with the spatial
organisation of society. It is a major vehicle in stimulating an appreciation of the modern world and of World
Citizenship.
There are many reasons why people decide to study geography at university. Some of the following may apply to you:
• You enjoy learning about people and their societies, economies, cultures and the environment.
• You are keen to learn and develop a wide range of skills.
• You are seeking a broad based academic degree, offering above average graduate employability.

COURSE CONTENT
During the course you will study four different themes:
Theme 1 Dynamic Landscapes
Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards
Tectonic processes, a study of the causes of tectonic hazards, the impact of tectonic activity on people, and responses
to tectonic hazards.
Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change
An integrated study of processes, landforms and landscapes. A study of one landscape system and the physical and
human processes influencing change over time and space.
Choose one from:
• Option 2.1: Glacial landscapes and change.
• Option 2.2: Coastal landscapes and change.
Theme 2 Dynamic Places
Topic 3: Globalisation
A study of globalisation, its causes and consequences for different people and places.
Topic 4: Shaping Places
A study of how and why places are shaped and changed, the meanings and identities attached to different places and
the consequences for different people.
Choose one from:
• Option 4.1: Regenerating Places.
• Option 4.2: Diverse Places.
Theme 3 Physical Systems and Sustainability
Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity
Water cycle, human and natural factors that impact on water cycling, consequences for water security and future
water conflicts.
Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security
Carbon cycle, human and natural factors impacting on carbon cycling, the consequences for ecosystems and
management strategies.
Topic 7: Climate Change Futures
Exploring the links between the carbon and water cycles through climate change.
Theme 4 Human Systems and Geopolitics
Topic 8: Superpowers
Superpowers, the reasons for shifting economic and political power, the impacts of superpowers, influence of
superpowers in governing the global commons.
Topic 9: Global Development and Connections
Choose one:
• Option 9.1: Health, Human Rights and Intervention.
• Option 9.2: Migration, Identity and Sovereignty.

INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION
A-Level students are required to submit an independent investigation. The purpose of the non-examination
assessment is to test students’ skill in independent investigation. The course includes primary data collection and
geographical investigation with four different days of fieldwork recommended across the course. Fieldwork visits will
form part of the course and there will be a cost attached.
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EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow Edexcel Advanced GCE in Geography.

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Theme 1 and Theme 3. Worth 90 marks. 30% of the total qualification
Paper 2: Theme 2 and Theme 4. Worth 90 marks. 30% of the total qualification
Paper 3: Synoptic investigation of a geographical issue. Worth 60 marks. 20% of the total qualification
Coursework: Independent investigation based on fieldwork. Worth 60 marks. 20% of the total qualification.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need to have gained at least 5 GCSE subjects at Level 4 or above with at least a 5 in Geography. If you have
not studied Geography previously, acceptance onto the course will be at the discretion of the Subject Leader. Students
should have a keen interest in exploring such relevant topics as natural disasters, climate change, rich/poor divide,
globalisation and biodiversity. Students should also have a keen interest in current affairs, a willingness to explore
new ideas and an ability to communicate your ideas effectively.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr C Dharsey
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course aims to develop and sustain an interest in contemporary issues relating to the health care, social care
and related vocational sectors.
The focus for these sectors is to give individuals in society more independence, choice and control. This means
there is a high demand for well-trained and multi-skilled workers, providing a range of rewarding employment
opportunities. Successful completion of the course will enable access into these employment sectors. Furthermore,
it will facilitate progression into higher education and further training pathways. It is expected that the course will
help to develop transferable skills including those of effective communication, team-working, self-management and
independent enquiry; all of which are desirable for employment in any sector and for further study.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT
The course consists of four units studied over two years and they are assessed as follows:
Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development
Unit 2: Working in Health and Social Care
Written examinations set and marked by Pearson representing 42% of the overall assessment.
Unit 5: Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs
Unit 11: Psychological Perspectives
Assignments set and marked internally representing 58% of the overall assessment.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow the Pearson BTEC National Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need to have gained a minimum of five GCSEs at Level 4 or above, including a Level 4 in English Language. If
a BTEC qualification is being used to satisfy part of this requirement, it should have been passed at a merit or above.
Students will be expected to purchase the recommended text book for this course.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Miss A Yaqoob
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HISTORY

				

A-LEVEL
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is an opportunity for History students to be pioneers and travel uncharted waters much like the adventurers of
the past. This is your chance to be the first and make your mark. The new specification is exciting and varied and will
provide students with the means to develop their skills of analysis and interpretation that is so valued by employers
and sought after. The world is changing rapidly with the development of new technology and we need to understand
the impact that it will have on our world. Only the study of History and understanding of the past with enable us to
make sense of the world.

“Study the past if you would define the future.”
Confucius
COURSE CONTENT
The A-Level course has been changed to a linear structure with all examinations taken at the end of two years.
The route chosen by the History department is:
Route F: Searching for rights and freedoms of the 20th century
Paper 2: In search of the American Dream: the USA c1917-96
Paper 2: India c1914-48: the road to independence
Paper 3: Britain: losing and gaining an Empire, 1763-1914
Controlled Assessment: each student can choose their own topic

ASSESSMENT
Paper 1: Breadth study with interpretations
Written examination (2 hours 15mins)
Paper 2: Depth Study
Written examination (1 hour 30mins)
Paper 3: Themes in breadth
Written examination (2 hours 15mins)

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow Edexcel Advanced GCE in History, course code A-Level 9H10.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
The History A-Level course is a challenging, demanding and academically rigorous course and students will need
to have an inquiring mind, the ability to analyse information and communicate their ideas effectively, and a keen
interest in discussion, argument and the past. Entry requirement for this course is 5 GCSEs Level 4 – 9 including a
5 in History or at least a Level 5 in English if History was not taken at GCSE.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs L Atkinson or Mr N Hood
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL EXTENDED CERTIFICATE
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course has the potential to prepare students for both employment in the appropriate vocational sector and
higher education. It is equivalent to one A-Level.
Students who enrol on the course will have ten hours of contact time with experienced tutors within the fortnightly
timetable and then be expected to complete a number of hours of non-contact time during study time and home time.
The BTEC Level 3 in Information Technology is for those students who are interested in Information Technology and
would be useful for those who wish to pursue a career or higher education in this area.

COURSE CONTENT
There are three Mandatory units of work:
1. Information Technology Systems – this is a written examination taken at the end of the year.
2. Creating Systems to Manage Information – this is a practical examination which is set and
marked by the examination board. This is taken at the end of the course.
3. Using Social Media in Business – this is a practical assignment which will be set and marked internally.
There is one additional unit of work
1. One other unit of work. This is a practical assignment which will be set and marked internally.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow Edexcel BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Information Technology.

ASSESSMENT
The course requires that there is some external assessment within the course. Unit 1 will be assessed in the form of
a written examination and unit 2 will be an externally assessed controlled assessment unit.
With the other 2 units of work, the student will be working on an internal assignment. Due to the assessment
requirements, the ability to meet deadlines is essential, as the number of times you can take each assessment is
limited.
The qualification is graded from:
Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction*

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need 5 GCSE subjects at Grade 4 or above with a Level 2 Pass in ICT or a Grade 4 or above in GCSE Computing.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs F McGarvie
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MATHEMATICS
A-LEVEL					
COURSE DESCRIPTION
A-Level Mathematics provides students with a thorough grounding in the mathematical tools and techniques often
needed in the workplace. The logic and reasoning skills developed by studying A-Level Mathematics make sure
the qualification is widely respected even in non-mathematical arenas. You will be encouraged to develop your
understanding of Mathematics in a way that promotes confidence and enjoyment, as well as developing an awareness
of the relevance of the subject to other fields of study, in the world of work and society in general. Mathematics
is about pattern and structure; it is about logical analysis, deduction, and calculation within these patterns and
structures. When patterns are found, often in widely different areas of science and technology, the mathematics of
these patterns can be used to explain and control natural happenings and situations.

COURSE CONTENT
This is a linear qualification. In order to achieve the award, students must complete all assessments at the end of the
course. You will study the following modules:
• Core – this module provides the techniques in Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and Calculus that form the 		
fundamental skills needed in the subject.
• Mechanics – this module develops skills and knowledge of Kinematics, Vectors, Quantities and units in 		
Mechanics, Forces, Newton’s Laws and Moments.
• Statistics – this module gives you the skills to analyse and represent data in its many forms – this will include 		
probability, data handling and testing hypotheses.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow AQA Advanced GCE in Mathematics, course code 7357.

ASSESSMENT
The examination syllabus you will follow is AQA Mathematics 7357.
Each module carries 33.3% of the total mark for A-Level. You will be assessed by three written examinations according
to the details outlined below. Each examination is two hours and is out of a total of 100 marks.
Paper 1 – any content from the Core module.
Paper 2 – any content from Paper 1, plus content from the Mechanics module.
Paper 3 – any content from Paper 1, plus content from the Statistics module.
All questions consist of a mixture of styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step problems.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Five GCSE subjects at Level 4 or above, with a 7 in Mathematics. Students with a high Level 6 in Mathematics will be
considered, however this is at the discretion of the Subject Leader. Students are required to have studied the Higher
Mathematics course to ensure they have the appropriate level of understanding to enable a smooth transition from
GCSE to A-Level.
Prospective Mathematics A-Level students will be provided with Mathematics work to be completed over the summer
holiday, to help ensure that they revise and retain the essential GCSE knowledge needed to be able to progress in the
Mathematics A-Level syllabus. Students should bring their completed work to their first Mathematics lesson where
it will be assessed to identify any gaps that need to be addressed in addition to their A-Level studies. A graphical
calculator is required for the course; this should be purchased after taking advice from the Mathematics teacher.
We also offer the opportunity to study Further Mathematics.
In addition, students will be required to contribute towards the cost of access to the digital textbook on Kerboodle,
which includes worked solutions and links to supporting material. These resources are tailored to the new specification
and provide additional support with specific sections for the new ‘problem solving’ style questions.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs C Bright or Mrs H Armstead
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PSYCHOLOGY
A-LEVEL
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course provides a fundamental understanding of the different theory, concepts and research methods in
psychology as well as a critical appreciation of the scientific nature of the subject. It offers opportunities to develop
critical thinking and to relate aspects of psychology to current day issues.
The course will develop a firm academic grounding in psychology, initially through studying the different approaches
before going on to specialise in particular areas to which psychology is applied.
In addition, substantial experience will be gained in the practical work associated with the subject through
experiencing a range of data collection techniques and developing an awareness of data and how it can be analysed.

COURSE CONTENT
The A-Level consists of eleven units:
• Social Influence.
• Memory.
• Attachment.
• Psychopathology.
• Approaches in Psychology.
• Biopsychology.
• Research methods with extended consideration of conceptually demanding aspects of scientific process,
analysis of qualitative data, use of inferential tests.
• Issues and Debates.
• Cognition and Development.
• Schizophrenia.
• Forensic Psychology.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow AQA A-Level Psychology specification course code 7182.

ASSESSMENT
The A-Level is assessed by three x 2 hour examinations.
The content of Paper 1, Paper 2 and section A of Paper 3 is compulsory.
Sections B, C and D of Paper 3 assess the optional units.
Paper 1 – Social Influence, Memory, Attachment and Psychopathology
Paper 2 – Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology and Research Methods
Paper 3 – Issues and Debates, Cognition and Development, Schizophrenia and Forensic Psychology

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students need a minimum of five GCSE subjects at Grade 4 or above, which should include English, Mathematics and
Science at Level 5 or above.

TEXTBOOKS
Students will be expected to purchase their own copy of the text books:
Psychology A-Level Year 1: The Complete Companion Student Book - ISBN 9780198338642
Psychology A-Level Year 2: The Complete Companion Student Book - ISBN 9780198338680

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Miss A Yaqoob
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
A-LEVEL
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Religious Studies is an intellectually stimulating, challenging and interesting course, focusing on philosophy, ethics
and developments in religious thought. It is designed to stretch and challenge you to ensure that you reach your full
potential. It will encourage you to develop your higher-order thinking skills, intellectual progress and independent
enquiry. This course offers you the opportunity to ask meaningful questions about the world around you, understand
the influence of philosophy on modern thinking and the concepts of good, bad, right and wrong. It also offers you
the opportunity to explore religious beliefs, values and teachings, sources of wisdom and authority and practices
that shape and express religious identity. It is an intensely academic subject meaning that you need to possess both
self-discipline and a positive work ethic. You must have an enquiring mind and a desire to develop your knowledge
of philosophical, political and social issues. You must be able to communicate ideas and participate in discussions.

COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT
Philosophy of religion
(01) 120 marks, 2 hour written paper, 33% of total A-Level
Learners will study:
• Ancient philosophical influences.
• Arguments about the existence or non-existence of God.
• The nature and impact of religious experience.
• The challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil.
• The nature of the soul, mind and body.
• The possibility of life after death.
• Ideas about the nature of God.
• Issues in religious language.
Religion and ethics
(02) 120 marks, 2 hour written paper, 33.3% of total A-Level
Learners will study:
• Normative ethical theories.
• The application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of importance.
• Ethical language and thought.
• Debates surrounding the significant ideas of conscience and free will.
• The influence on ethical thought of developments in religious beliefs and the philosophy of religion.
Developments in religious thought
(03–07) 120 marks, 2 hour written paper, 33.3% of total A-Level
Learners will study:
• Christianity.
• Religious beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections and how they vary historically and in the 		
contemporary world.
• Sources of religious wisdom and authority.
• Practices which shape and express religious identity, and how these vary within a tradition.
• Significant social and historical developments in theology and religious thought.
• Key themes related to the relationship between religion and society.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow OCR Religious studies A-Level (H573).

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need five GCSE subjects at Level 4 or above, which must include Religious Studies at Level 5 or above or a
Level 5 in English in the absence of the GCSE Religious Studies qualification.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mrs K Clarke

24

SOCIOLOGY
A-LEVEL					
					

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Sociology is the study of society and social behaviour. It focuses on the social world, families, mass media, education,
religion, international relations, crime and deviance, social class, race, gender and people's relationship to that world.
Sociologists would claim that society is the single most important influence in your life, and would argue that our
behaviour can be largely explained by social circumstances and experiences. This subject will be of interest to you
if you want to find out how society works. Studying Sociology will definitely help develop your essay skills, allowing
you to discuss different views on social issues in a critical and evaluative way. Being able to draw on a range of
perspectives, evidence and contemporary issues is excellent preparation for university and employment. Sociology
provides a strong understanding of social and political issues, past and present.

COURSE CONTENT
Sociology covers three components:
• Component 1 is Socialisation, culture and identity and introduces students to the key themes of socialisation, 		
culture and identity and develops these themes through the context of the media. This option develops skills 		
that enable students to focus on their personal identity, roles and responsibilities within society and to develop
a lifelong interest in social issues. The current option unit being taught is Families and Households.
• Component 2 is Researching and understanding social inequalities and explores the methods of sociological 		
enquiry and develops knowledge and understanding of social inequality. During this component studies will 		
undertake their own Sociological research using Sociological methods as well as exploring inequalities in society.
• Component 3 engages students in theoretical debates and how these relate to a contemporary global society. 		
The component develops knowledge and understanding of social processes and social change. It develops links
between the topics studied in this component, the nature of sociological thought, contemporary social policy 		
and the core themes. The component is divided into two distinct parts. Firstly how society in a global context is
changing especially in regards to how New Media and the Internet are effecting the world. Secondly students 		
explore Crime and Deviance, its patterns and trends and theoretical underpinnings.

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow OCR GCE in Sociology, course A-Level H580. This is one of the new specification A-Levels which must
be studied as a 2 year linear course.

ASSESSMENT
The assessment consists of three written examinations, one for each component. Component 1 is worth 90 marks
and is 1 hour 30 minutes and is 30% of the final marks, Component 2 is 105 marks and is 2 hours 15 minutes and
is 35% of the final mark, Component 3 is 105 marks and is 2 hours 15 minutes and is 35% of the final mark.

A STUDENT PERSPECTIVE
“Studying Sociology helps understand how a person’s background, culture and social class continues to affect them
in everyday life and how they relate to Society”

WHERE NEXT?
This course can lead to a variety of higher educational courses such as Sociology, Criminology, Politics, Anthropology
and Social Policy. In terms of career opportunities, the course develops written communication, independent learning
and skills of analysis and evaluation. A variety of specialist careers such as: Business, public relations & human
resources, social services, teaching, public administration, counselling, protective social services (criminal justice
related fields), law, education, and medicine are available with further study at degree level and beyond. The social
focus of the course provides students with many insights into areas like health, education, social policy, development
and research. Therefore, this is a useful qualification for many fields of employment.
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SUBJECT ENRICHMENT
Crime Conference: an insight into crime prevention, prison experiences from ex-prisoners and a talk from a Forensic
Psychologist.
Visit to Parliament and the Old Bailey: an insight into how our political system shapes the world we live in and an
opportunity to watch a criminal trial at the oldest criminal court in Britain.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A-Level Sociology is very good preparation for university, where strong essay writing skills are very important. It is
regarded as a demanding and rigorous A-Level which combines well with any other combination of subjects. The
requirement for this course is that students ideally attain a Level 6 grade or above at GCSE English due to the need
for strong essay writing skills, although students who have attained a Level 5 grade in English will be considered.

COURSE MATERIALS
Students will be expected to buy the following text books:
OCR Sociology 1
OCR Sociology 2
This is the minimum expected. There are other books and journals students can read and the department offers
books to borrow for further reading.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr N Hood
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SPORTS STUDIES (FOUNDATION AWARD)
BTEC LEVEL 3 FOUNDATION DIPLOMA IN SPORT		
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course has the potential to prepare students for employment in the appropriate vocational sector and it is
suitable for those who have decided that they wish to enter a particular area of work. It is broadly equivalent to one
and a half A-Levels.
Students who enrol on the course will have ten hours of contact time with experienced tutors within school time
and then be expected to complete a number of hours of non-contact time during study time and home time. The
Foundation Diploma in Sport is for those students wishing to pursue careers in one of the following areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Fitness Industry
Instructing Exercise and Fitness
Leisure Management
Sports Development
Coaching or Sports Leadership

This course is also for those who wish to progress to a higher education qualification in a specific sports related area,
for example those wishing to study Physiotherapy, Sport & Exercise Science, Sports Psychology etc.

COURSE CONTENT
Seven units over two years:
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit

1:
2:
3:
4:
5:
6:
7:
8:
9:
10:
11:

Anatomy & Physiology (M)
Fitness training and programming for health, sport and well-being (M)
Professional development in the Sports industry (M)
Sports Leadership (M)
Application of fitness testing (O)
Sports Psychology (O)
Practical sports performance (O)
Coaching for performance (O)
Research methods in sport (O)
Sport event organisation (O)
Research project in sport (O)

(M) Mandatory unit (O) Optional unit

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow Edexcel BTEC National Foundation Diploma in Sport.

ASSESSMENT
The next generation of BTEC Level 3 qualifications now have externally assessed units. Unit 1 will be assessed in
the form of a written examination and unit 2 will be an externally assessed controlled assessment unit. With the
other 9 units, a variety of assessment methods will be used, including case studies, assignments and work-based
assessments, along with projects, performance observation and time-constrained assessments where appropriate.
Due to the new assessment requirements, the ability to meet deadlines is essential as the number of times you can
take each assessment is limited.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Ideally five GCSE subjects at Level 4 or above. A Pass at Level 2 in BTEC Level 2 First Award, a Level 4 or above at GCSE
PE should be achieved to ensure students have enough knowledge to engage fully in the course. It would also be to
their advantage to gain a Level 4 or higher in science due to the nature of the externally assessed examination unit.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr S Walsh
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SPORTS STUDIES (DOUBLE AWARD)
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN SPORT 		
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course has the potential to prepare students for employment in the appropriate vocational sector and it is
suitable for those who have decided that they wish to enter a particular area of work. It is broadly equivalent to
three A-Levels. This is a new specification so there are changes to units covered and the methods of assessment.
Students who enrol on the course will have twenty hours of contact time with experienced tutors within the fortnightly
timetable and then be expected to complete a number of hours of non-contact time during study time and home
time. The Extended Diploma in Sport is for those students wishing to pursue careers in one of the following areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Fitness Industry
Instructing Exercise and Fitness
Leisure Management
Sports Development

This course is also for those who wish to progress to a higher education qualification in a specific sports related
area, for example those wishing to study Physiotherapy, Sport & Exercise Science, Sports Psychology and PE teaching
/Sports coaching.

COURSE CONTENT
14 units over two years, of which 10 are mandatory and 4 are external assessment:
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit

1:
2:
3:
4:
5:
6:
7:
8:
9:
10:
11:
17:
18:
19:
20:
21:
22:
23:
24:
25:
26:
27:
28:
29:
30:
31:
32:

Anatomy & Physiology (M)
Fitness training and programming for health, sport and well-being (M)
Professional development in the Sports industry (M)
Sports Leadership (M)
Application of fitness testing (O)
Sports Psychology (O)
Practical sports performance (M)
Coaching for performance (M)
Research methods in sport (M)
Sport event organisation (O)
Research project in sport (O)
Sports injury management (O)
Work experience in active leisure (O)
Development and provision of sport and physical activity (M)
Leisure Management (O)
Leisure Centre Operations (O)
Investigating Business in Sport and the Active Leisure Industry (M)
Skill Acquisition in Sport (M)
Sports Performance Analysis (O)
Rules, Regulations and Officiating in Sport (O)
Technical and Tactical Demands of Sport (O)
Principles and Practices for Outdoor and Adventurous Activities (O)
Environmental Sustainability for Outdoor and Adventurous Activities (O)
Exercise for specific groups (O)
Exercise, health and lifestyle (O)
Current issues in sport (O)
Sports massage (O)

(M) Mandatory unit (O) Optional unit

EXAMINATION BOARD
Students follow Edexcel BTEC National Extended Diploma in Sport NQF.
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ASSESSMENT
The next generation of BTEC Level 3 qualifications now have externally assessed units. Unit 1 will be assessed in the
form of a written examination and units 2, 19 and 22 will be externally assessed research based assessment units.
With the other 10 units, a variety of assessment methods will be used, including case studies, assignments and
work-based assessments, along with projects, performance observation and time constrained assessments where
appropriate. Due to the new assessment requirements, the ability to meet deadlines is essential, as the number of
times you can take each assessment is limited.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Ideally five GCSE subjects at Level 4 or above. A merit at Level 2 in BTEC Level 2 First Award, a Level 5 or above at
GCSE PE should be achieved to ensure students have enough knowledge to engage fully in the course. It would also be
to their advantage to gain a Level 5 or higher in science due to the nature of the externally assessed examination unit.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Mr S Walsh
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Provided you are between the ages of 16 and 19 years,
there is no charge for tuition. You will not be provided
with stationery and will need to purchase your own folders.

THE SIXTH FORM COMMON ROOM
The Library and the Sixth Form Study Room provide
two distinct areas where all Sixth Form students can
meet and work. The Sixth Form Study Centre is a social
meeting area at break and lunchtimes, but a quiet work
area during study periods. The Library is for working
in silence and consulting reference materials. Students
are expected to keep the Study Room in a clean and
tidy condition. Mobile phones are allowed to be used
for study/music (with headphones) in the Study Room
at any point in the school day.

SIXTH FORM STUDY
Study is a very individual activity and there is no one
method suitable for all individuals and all subjects.
The pattern of work will be different and you will no
longer have a set homework timetable. Your individual
work will arise from classroom study and you will be
given more discretion about how to organise your time
in order to meet the demands of your teachers. Hard
work, organisation and self-discipline will be required.

EXPECTATIONS
We expect students to have a positive attitude to their
work and their teachers. In addition, all timetabled
lessons and registration at 8.30am each day are
compulsory.

TUTOR CONTACT AND
ASSESSMENT DATA
You will undergo continuous assessment and regularly
meet with your Personal Tutor. You can expect to
receive a Progress Report three times per year. This will
be sent home. You will fill in a detailed reflection and
monitoring booklet after each data report, in order to
identify areas where you can improve.

COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITY
You will have, as part of your timetable, some form of
community service which illustrates the commitment
of the school ensuring an awareness of the importance
of the individual’s contribution to the community.
This will vary, both in time allocated and in content,
depending on individual factors but may well include
such activities as paired reading, helping in the school
library, assisting in a local primary school and helping
mentor younger students.

It will be essential to develop an efficient system of
note-taking since the material you cover from week
one of your course will be part of your examination
syllabus. Consequently your notes should be written up
carefully in an organised way with main headings and
sub-headings so that you will be able to use them for
revision later on. Students will be expected to have an
area of their subject folder set aside for independent
study work. This will be monitored.

CAREERS ADVICE

PRIVATE STUDY

Factors regarding future employment, education or
training should to be taken into consideration when
choosing options for the Sixth Form.

All students in the Sixth Form will have “Study” periods
on their timetable. If a student is to make the most of the
opportunities in the Sixth Form they must learn to use
the periods effectively. Home Study is at the discretion
of the Head of Sixth Form and may be granted after the
first term. Home study is not a right but a privilege and
can be removed at any time. If students do fall behind
with their work or are significantly below their target
grades, they will be required to attend additional catch
up sessions where they can work independently to
improve their performance.

HOMEWORK
Work done in Study Periods is not a substitute for
doing homework. To help ensure success, a Sixth Form
student must be prepared to spend at least 15 hours
a week (excluding the normal school day) on school
work/extra study.

Our School’s Careers Advisor provides a service to
our Sixth Form students, who can have interviews at
school. Assistance is given to students when deciding
on suitable Further/Higher Education Courses and
training or employment opportunities. In addition,
the school maintains a range of resources containing
details on course and career openings which includes
reference books and free careers information leaflets.

ENROLMENT
All courses require an Application Form to be completed
and returned to the school as soon as possible, but
no later than 22nd January 2021, as a preliminary
discussion will be arranged for all applicants as soon
as possible afterwards. There is no commitment until
enrolment, which takes place at the end of August
or beginning of September. Late applicants may be
accepted but preference will be given to those students
who have applied early.

EXAMINATIONS

Please Note: The details in this prospectus were
correct at the time of publishing. However, there may
be changes necessary for September 2021. It is our
intention that all courses offered will be taught, but we
reserve the right to cancel courses due to insufficient
demand from students.

Provided that members of staff are satisfied that you
have worked to achieve success, there is no charge for
exams taken during or at the end of a 2 year course.
Resits, if required, will need to be paid for by the
student.

For students who don’t quite achieve the entry
requirements specified in this booklet we will look on
an individual basis as to whether we can offer you a
place with us. We are aware that students can

30

sometimes underperform in the pressured environment
of GCSE examinations, so we are prepared to consider
predicted grades and teacher advice on occasion. Any
decision we make will be made in the best interests of
the students and whether or not we feel that they can
be successful on their chosen courses.

BURSARY
Full time students over the age of 16 may be eligible
to apply for a discretionary Sixth Form bursary to be
spent on items such as essential course equipment,
course related trips, travel to open days, uniforms or
other school resources.
There are two types of discretionary bursary available –
up to £800 for those whose annual household income
is below £16,190 and up to £500 for those whose
annual household income is below £24,000.
Application forms are made available in September/
October each year and communicated to all Sixth Form
students. The completed forms, together with proof
of household income are then reviewed by the Bursary
Fund Committee. On successful completion, payments
are then made to the student on a termly basis up to
the total amount.
Please be aware that applications must be submitted
fully by the deadline provided in order to be considered.

• Tops should be business like (strappy and/or
cropped tops are not acceptable even in hot 		
weather).
• Smart business shoes (no canvas/sandals/flip
flops).
Optional: A smart jacket, cardigan or plain jumper
may be worn in addition to the clothing outline above.

BTEC SPORT
When taking part in practical lessons students are
expected to wear the Year 11 PE kit.

JEWELLERY/HAIR/NAILS
• Excessive jewellery and excessive facial
piercings for both males and females are not 		
permitted.
• Hair colours and styles should be suitable for a
school environment – no extremes.
• Acrylic nails are permitted.

FINALLY
Please note that the following are also unacceptable for
wear in school and that students will be sent home to
change or asked to not wear them again.
• Casual jackets such as fleeces and sport tops.
• Sportswear and items with logos.
• Denim.
• T-shirts, polo shirts or tops with logos.

SIXTH FORM DRESS CODE
Sixth Form students are an important part of the whole
school community and are therefore expected to dress
smartly and business like at all times. Casual wear is
therefore not suitable for school. Inappropriate dress
will be challenged by staff and students are expected
to modify their clothing appropriately.
Appropriate school attire for a Sixth Form student is
detailed below.

MALE
• A business-style shirt and smart trousers.
• Ties optional.
• Smart business shoes (no canvas/trainers).
Optional: A smart jacket, cardigan or plain, v-neck
jumper may be worn in addition to the clothing
outlined above.

FEMALE
• A skirt/dress – this should be of a length
suitable to a school environment and should not
be too tight. If your dress/skirt looks inappropriate
for school, this will be challenged by staff and you
will be expected not to wear it to school again.
Please note that shorts/skorts are also not
acceptable.
• Trousers – should be smart. Please note that jeans,
jeggings, leggings and skin-tight fitting trousers
are not permitted.
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR
SEPTEMBER 2021
All students will need to complete an application form
for a place in The Grange School Sixth Form, this
applies to internal and external applicants. The school
has expectations of all its Sixth Form students, details
of which are outlined within this booklet and will form
part of the agreement all students and their Parents/
Carers sign. Please read these expectations carefully.
Entrance to the Sixth Form is based on a consultation
discussion, however there are entry requirements for
study at Advanced Level. Students will be expected
to have achieved at least 5 subjects at Level 4 – 9 at
GCSE to study at Advanced Level. Certain subjects
have specific criteria which must be met. In extremely
exceptional circumstances it may be possible to study
Advanced Level subjects with 4 grades at Level 4 – 9.
This should be discussed with Mr Sabin (Assistant
Headteacher). Please see the previous section on
Enrolment for additional information.

WHAT TO DO NEXT
The decision students are about to make will have
a profound effect on their future – it should only be
taken following careful consideration of all the options.
Students are advised to talk to as many people as
possible – Parents/Carers, teachers and, if possible,
current Sixth Form students.
Application forms need to be submitted by 22nd January
2021 so that we can gauge the level of interest in the
various courses on offer. If required, consultations will
be arranged for applicants and their Parents/Carers to
discuss the choices made. If we are able to meet the
student’s needs we will formally offer a place, subject
to results.
The school will be open for final Sixth Form Enrolment
on GCSE results day and the following day. Enrolment
usually takes place in the Sixth Form Study Centre.

EXPECTATIONS
The Grange School has high expectations of the Sixth
Form students. These include:
• Accepting the discipline and codes of behaviour
that are the foundations upon which the school
is built. Students should particularly note the
emphasis placed on dress. We believe that image
is important and that the first impression of a
Grange student should be positive. We are proud
of the reputation created by past students and
wish to build upon this. We would like our students
to present themselves as young professionals,
and take pride in their appearance. Please be
aware that should students fall below these 		
expectations we would expect them to withdraw
from the school.
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• All students are expected to have full time 		
attendance at school. All absences must be
certified by a letter from Parents/Carers, and 		
for more than five days, a doctor’s note.
• If a student’s attendance falls below 90%, even
with parental or medical certification, the 		
student will be interviewed in order to discuss
the future as absence at that rate can be a major
handicap to success. Normally students with
high levels of absence would be expected to
leave, and if they wish, restart their courses
the following academic year. Please note that
students are not expected to take holidays during
school time. We also recommend that students
should limit part-time employment to a maximum
of 10 hours per week.
• A commitment to take up at least one long
term participatory activity while in the Sixth Form.
• Students taking responsibility for their own 		
learning by constructive use of supported self study
and home study time.
Students must continue to study three A-Level/BTEC
subjects and will not be allowed to ‘drop’ any of them.
If a student is in danger of failing a subject then they
will be required to follow our support plan in order to
get back on track. (Some BTEC qualifications have strict
rules on the submission of work and failing a Unit may
mean that students fail the course).
These expectations will be discussed in detail at
the consultation meeting and will form part of the
agreement that all students and their Parents/Carers
sign.
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HOW TO FIND US

CONTACT DETAILS
The Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP21 7NH
Telephone: 01296 390900

Fax: 01296 390991

Email: office@grange.bucks.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr V Murray
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