
THE GRANGE SCHOOL 
            Mr V Murray – Headteacher 
 

 

25 February 2021 

Return to school Monday 8 March - COVID-19 testing for Students  
Dear Parent or Carer 

You may have heard that the Government is asking all secondary schools to test their students to 
identify asymptomatic cases using new, quicker COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral flow devices’ (LFDs).  

This letter is to help give you more information about the testing programme in the Grange School.  

The Government’s statement 

“What is the Government’s plan for pupils and students’ return to secondary schools and FE colleges 
from March 8th during the national lockdown? 
 
Rapid testing using antigen LFD’s will support the return to education by helping to identify people who 
are infectious but do not have any coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms. In secondary schools and 
colleges, home test kits will be available for all staff for regular testing. 
 
During the week commencing 8th March, students will be offered asymptomatic testing on site in 
secondary schools. For students, they will need to be tested 3 times at the school site upon their return 
to school. This will give students the opportunity to get used to swabbing in a supervised environment 
first. They will then be provided with home test kits for regular twice weekly testing. Testing remains 
voluntary but strongly encouraged. 
 
A student’s first test at school should be as soon as possible after they arrive at school or college and 
they will be allowed to resume face to face learning if they test negative after that first test. If they test 
positive, they will need to go home and self-isolate in line with government guidance. Their second test 
should be 3 to 5 days later and the third test, 3 to 5 days later again.” 

 
Plan for testing 

We will be looking to test all students starting from Monday 8 March. For the first test, students will 
come to school at their allocated times, conduct the test and return home straight away.  Assuming that 
test is negative, those students will return full time to school the following day. We aim to have all 
students back in school full time no later than Thursday 11 March. We will send out a schedule for this 
shortly. 

Given the large number of students that we are required to test, we will need to minimise contact 
between students whilst they are awaiting their test result.  We do not have the capacity for students 
to wait on site whilst waiting for their test result.  Therefore, our plan is to test students and send them 
home.  If their test result is negative, they will be able to attend school for face-to-face lessons the 
following day.  I will provide further detail regarding returning, early next week. 

To enable us to do this, we need your consent, contact details and other data we are obliged to collect 
for NHS track and trace (see website for the privacy notice and data protection notices).  

As we have to pre-register the students (which we have to do for 4,000 tests) we would be 
grateful if you could fill in the form below as soon as possible so we can start the process 
quickly and hit our deadlines. 

 

 



Student Covid Testing Consent form February 2021 

(Please click on the links below for the Privacy Notice and GDPR FAQs) 

Covid testing Privacy Notice 

GDPR FAQs 

By testing, we will help to reduce the spread in our school setting through asymptomatic transmission. I 
am therefore strongly encouraging those attending school to be tested. However, testing will not be 
mandated and students will be allowed to attend school regardless of whether a test has been 
undertaken. 

How the tests work 

The lateral flow tests are quick and easy to undertake, using a swab of the nose and throat. The testing 
will be supervised by trained staff and in most cases, the student will be expected to conduct the test 
themselves. However, help will be available for anyone who finds the test difficult.  

This is a link showing how the tests work: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrKK40oYN_4 

This is a link showing how to take the test: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLmZYrdkj-

E&list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ&index=5 

Results take around half an hour from testing and if the student tests negative, the NHS test and trace 
system will send a text/email to the contact details provided on the consent form. If the student tests 
positive, the school will inform the student and parent directly. This will be followed up by a text/email 
notification of a positive result from the online NHS system. If you do not hear from the school that 
means the test is negative. 

What if my child tests positive? 
If a student tests positive on a lateral flow device, they will be informed immediately by the school and 
they must self-isolate immediately in line with NHS Test and Trace guidance.  

What if students have been in close contact with someone in school who tests 
positive? 
The student will be notified that they are a close contact by the school and they will need to self-isolate 
in line with the NHS test and trace guidance.  

What if my child develops symptoms? 
This testing programme is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time 
(including a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or 
taste) they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 or visiting  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QBIojfj2qkGSl-paB7otFt4zZ96U-vFKio2-CbdYdANURERJMldNM0VWM05NUk1MVEZXODlZOEVUOCQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.grange.bucks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Covid-Testing-Privacy-Notice.pdf
https://www.grange.bucks.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Covid-testing-FAQs-for-parents.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qrKK40oYN_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLmZYrdkj-E&list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLmZYrdkj-E&list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ&index=5
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


We will support our staff and students throughout, but please contact us if you have any questions. You 
can contact the office by emailing office@grange.bucks.sch.uk.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Vince Murray 

Headteacher 
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