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Returning to school from Monday 8 March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope this letter find you and your families safe and well during these ongoing uncertain, yet 
increasingly optimistic times.  We have had a busy term so far, with excellent engagement in remote 
learning by so many students.  Minischool has been running at capacity, with over 120 students on site 
most days.  There has been so much change for us all to cope with, staff and students have really 
stepped up, but following the Prime Minister’s recent announcement, it is time to make progress in 
returning to school full time. 
 
Whilst managing the new normal, we must not lose sight of what we are all striving to achieve, the best 
possible education and safest environment for everyone at the school.  To achieve this, our expectations 
and standards must be upheld wherever possible. 
 
To achieve this, I ask for your support in reinforcing the following with you and your children. 
 
Entry to School 
 
With the safety measures from September still in place, we continue to operate a staggered start to our 
day.  Please encourage your son or daughter to arrive at the school at these times, rather than before, 
to minimise contacts at the front of the school. 
 
The week beginning 8 March is Week 2 on the timetable, so the entry times are as follows: 
 
Year 7: 8.25 – 8.35   Bus Lane Gate 
Year 8: 8.25 – 8.35   Stapleton House Gate 
Year 9: 8.35 – 8.45   Bus Lane Gate 
Year 10: 8.45 – 8.55 Bus Lane Gate (Stapleton Gate in Week 1) 
Year 11: 8.45 – 8.55 Stapleton House Gate (Bus Lane Gate in Week 1) 
Year 12/13: 8.35 – 8.45 Stapleton House Gate 
 
Year 11, 12 & 13 will be attending school on Monday 8 March for testing only at specific times.  On this 
day, all entry will be via The Stapleton House Gate and exit through the bus lane gate, as we will be 
operating a one way system.  Uniform is not expected when students are in for testing. 
 
There will be a number of staff at key points directing students and more detail for the remainder of 
our students has been sent by Mr Murray. 
 
Uniform Expectations 
 
Throughout lockdown, we have needed to take a flexible approach to uniform.  However, as we return 
to school, we need to ensure we set the right tone with our students in reconnecting with school and 
the wider community – pride in our appearance matters to us. 
 
I appreciate the challenges some families will have to ensure their son or daughter’s uniform is fit for 
purpose – I am sure many students have grown and some items of uniform may have been ‘misplaced’.  
Shopping for uniform may take a little more thought, but as the school uniform online shop is open and 
operational, plus supermarkets are open with some items of uniform available, there is time to ensure 
uniform can be purchased prior to return.  



 
Can I please ask you to make sure you read the uniform guidance closely in regards to skirts and tights, 
shoes not trainers, hair colour, no nose studs etc. here…. 
 
https://www.grange.bucks.sch.uk/parents/school-uniform 

We appreciate there may be the odd item that cannot be sourced quickly, but I am asking for your 
support and best efforts in ensuring your son / daughter returns in full uniform.  As always, if there are 
issues around achieving this, please get in touch with me at ngolding@grange.bucks.sch.uk and we will 
support where we can. 
 
I am keen to avoid confrontation over nose studs, hoodies, trainers at what will be a challenging time 
for students anyway, so I appreciate your ongoing support in ensuring you are doing all you can to 
uphold the expectations of the school with us. 

 

PE Kit expectations 

Thank you for supporting the wearing of the PE kit as daily uniform when your son or daughter has PE.  
We have seen great improvements as the vast majority of students are now in school PE kit. 
 
We recognise that if you do not have the Grange Logo tee shirt because it has been outgrown, a plain 
white polo shirt is suitable.   
 
Students can wear the following on the days they have PE ONLY: 
 
Plain white polo shirt with the Grange logo or NO logo – no other logos or colours are permitted 
Plain black shorts / Skort with the Grange Logo or NO logo 
Quarter Zip tracksuit top with Grange School Logo – NO other jacket 
Black sweatshirt with Grange School logo or NO logo 
School ‘colours’ Hoodie – with the Grange logo e.g. Watersports visit, dance / drama visit  
Plain black tracksuit bottoms 
Plain black sports leggings 
 
Students can wear their blazers over PE kit and also their school coats as it gets colder and will not be 
going outside if it is raining during their lesson. 

 
Not permitted: 
 
Any item of clothing with a non-Grange Logo. 
Coloured or patterned items. 
Hoodies at any time, apart from school ‘colours’ hoodies on PE days only.    
 
Can I also ask that you remind your son or daughter that the PE kit is school uniform and any variation 
will be treated as if they had incorrect school uniform.   Form Tutors will return to uniform checks during 
registration on the days they attend in kit and the PE department will continue to give detentions for no 
kit and incorrect items.   
 
Hoodies are still not permitted at any time (with the exception of school ‘colours’ hoodies 
on PE days only), but the blazer can be worn over PE kit during the day.   Repeat issues will be 
challenged with further sanctions if they occur.  When timetabled, all students are expected to attend 
in kit even if they are injured, as they will still be involved in the lesson in some capacity – leader, coach, 
official etc. 
 
We are finding our greatest issue is the wearing of hoodies as part of the PE kit or normal school 
uniform.  This will continue to be challenged at the gate at the beginning of the day by the form tutor 
and teachers.   
 

https://www.grange.bucks.sch.uk/parents/school-uniform
mailto:ngolding@grange.bucks.sch.uk


We will need to consider sending students home to change who repeatedly challenge our uniform policy.  
Please do all you can to help avoid this and ensure your son or daughter has the correct uniform or kit 
available and by reminding them of our expectations.  
 
Protecting our bubbles 

In school, we are working hard to ensure the bubble system is working well and respected by the vast 
majority of students.  However, some students are not following our guidance and putting themselves 
and others at risk.  As we come out of lockdown, we still expect all students to behave appropriately 
and follow staff instructions at all times. 
 
Please remind your son or daughter for the need to wear masks consistently and correctly, follow the 
direction arrows, sanitise regularly and follow the instructions of staff.  Whilst we will avoid sanctions 
where possible, if we have multiple breaches of our Health and Safety requirements, we will be left with 
no option but to sanction students in line with the school behaviour policy.  Buckinghamshire Council 
recognise this as a real concern in all schools and are supporting fixed term exclusions for repeat issues. 
 

Mobile Phones 

Our stance on mobile phone use in school has not changed; they are not to be seen or heard during 
the school day.  We have to apply an obvious adjustment to what the ‘school day’ is to this, based on 
year group timings, but we need to return to the expectations adhered to prior to lockdown. 
 
It is important our students have their phones for travelling to and from school, so I would appreciate 
it if you could reinforce the expectations about use in school.  I would also like to thank those parents 
who have emailed me recently in support of the phone expectations and support when the phone is 
taken from their children until the end of the day or end of the week for repeat issues.  
 
Visitors to School, including parents and carers. 
 
We are continuing to restrict visitors to the school as much as possible.  With this in mind, please do 
not come into school unless you have booked an appointment. If you turn up at school reception to see 
a member of staff without an appointment, you will be turned away and asked to make an appointment.  
We need to do this to reduce the number of potential contacts in reception.  
 
We will of course be very happy to discuss any concerns you have by telephone at a mutually agreeable 
time.  Please remember, many staff are teaching during the day and are on duty during our student 
breaks and lunches, so most calls are likely to be returned later in the day. 

 
We also need to minimise the number of items that need to be dropped off at school. If, however, you 
really do need to drop something off for you child (e.g. a book, kit, lunch box etc.) please make sure 
the item is bagged and clearly labelled with your son or daughter’s name and tutor group. When you 
get to the school, reception will open the door for you and you will be directed to put the package in 
the parcel room. Reception will NOT be able to take the item from you or handle it. 
 
If you need to drop off money for lunch, please put it in a sealed envelope with the name and tutor 
group of the student clearly marked and leave it on the desk outside the reception window. The 
reception staff will then make sure it gets to the correct person. 
 

Outer Wear – please bring a coat 
 
Due to the weather, we need all students to be responsible and bring a waterproof jacket to school 
each day.  As we have zoned the classrooms and school site, we do not have the usual capacity for 
indoor space in wet or cold weather.  We do have enough canopies and covers around the school to 
remain outside in all but the worst weather, but some students are not coming equipped for this.  Please 
make sure your son or daughter understands this and dresses appropriately. 
 



 
As a community, we have managed to pass the half way point in the school year in the most challenging 
of circumstances.  If you have any comments you wish to make about how you feel we have supported 
students and their families, I would be grateful to receive them at ngolding@grange.bucks.sch.uk 
 
Can I sign off by thanking all of the parents I have had contact with this term, your support is much 
appreciated.  Together, we will ensure your son or daughter has the best experience possible going 
forward at The Grange School in these uncertain times.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Nick Golding 
Deputy Head Teacher 
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