
THE GRANGE SCHOOL 
            Mr V Murray – Headteacher 

 

 

1 March 2021 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

 

As we have had a number of days to digest, formulate a plan, and share with staff in school, I am now in a position to share 

more fully how we intend to return all students to face-to-face teaching. 

 

At the point this letter reaches you, we will have received consent for in excess of 820 students.  This is an encouraging 

return in a short number of days.  Please ensure to complete the form to notify us if you do or do not consent for your child 

to be tested. If you have not done so, I include the link for ease of access: 

 

Student Covid Testing Consent form February 2021 

 

We would like to encourage as many students and staff to volunteer and consent to testing and that testing will only take place 

on this basis.  Testing will help us identify asymptomatic cases, which in turn will help keep our wider school community safer 

in reducing the transmission of COVID-19. 

 

In order to provide the opportunity for testing students, we will be introducing a phased return. The Department for Education 

have given us the flexibility to consider how best to deliver testing on a phased basis from Monday 8 March, and we have no 

alternative other than for this to spread over a number of days. I am aware that other schools’ plans may differ from ours but 

we are all working within our different contexts and to the same aim.  We are guided to prioritise vulnerable children and 

children of critical workers, and Year Groups 10 to 13.  

 

Students will be able to return to face-to-face education following their first negative test result. Students that do not volunteer 

and consent to a test will be able to attend school in line with their phased return arrangements, i.e. at the same time as 

students in their year group which will be the day after their first test (please see the table below). 

 

Given the number of students that we are required to test, we will need to minimise contact between students whilst they are 

awaiting their first test result.  We do not have the capacity for students to wait on site whilst waiting for their test result.  

Therefore, they will be tested and go home.  If a student test is positive, parents will be notified and we will begin the process 

of identifying potential close contacts and the subsequent need for self-isolation.  It is likely, given the local and national rates 

of infection, that we will capture some positive asymptomatic cases.  I do not intend to be alarmist but more pragmatic and 

reassure you that we have the process in place to notify you of the potential close contacts. 

 

Given the basis for return and the recommended priority, Year Groups will be scheduled for their first test on the dates below: 

 

Year Group  First available COVID test Return to normal school 

11 Monday 8 March Tuesday 9 March 

12 Monday 8 March Tuesday 9 March 

13 Monday 8 March Tuesday 9 March 

7 Tuesday 9 March Wednesday 10 March 

10 Tuesday 9 March Wednesday 10 March 

8 Wednesday 10 March Thursday 11 March 

9 Wednesday 10 March Thursday 11 March  

 

There are two phases to testing: that which we do prior to students attending; and that which follows whilst in school.  The 

table below indicates the timing of the first test for students who have given consent. 

 

Date for 1st Test Year Group Schedule Return date 

Monday 8 March 
Arrive at school at your 
designated time for COVID 
testing 

Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 Return to school as 
normal on Tuesday 9 
March 2021, to follow 
normal timetable. 

Form Group Time 

13 A 
9.00am – 9.45am 

13 C 

13 E 
9.45am – 10.30am 

12 A 

12 C 
10.30am – 11.15am 

12 E 

11 D 
11.15am – 12.00pm 

11 I 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=QBIojfj2qkGSl-paB7otFt4zZ96U-vFKio2-CbdYdANURERJMldNM0VWM05NUk1MVEZXODlZOEVUOCQlQCN0PWcu


11 S 
12.45pm – 1.30pm 

11 C 

11 O 
1.30pm – 2.15pm 

11 V 

11 E 
2.15pm – 3.00pm 

11 R 

Tuesday 9 March Arrive 
at school at your 
designated time for COVID 
testing 

Year 7 and Year 10 Return to school as 
normal on 
Wednesday 10 
March 2021, to follow 
normal timetable. 

Form Group Time 

7 D 
9.00am – 9.45am 

7 I 

7 S 
9.45am – 10.30am 

7 C 

7 O 
10.30am – 11.15am 

7 V 

7 E 
11.15am – 12.00pm 

7 R 

10 D 
12.45pm – 1.30pm 

10 I 

10 S 
1.30pm – 2.15pm 

10 C 

10 O 
2.15pm – 3.00pm 

10 V 

10 E 
3.00pm – 3.45pm 

10 R 

Wednesday 10 March.  
Arrive at school at your 
designated time for COVID 
testing 

Year 8 and Year 9 Return to school as 
normal on Thursday 
11 March 2021, to 
follow normal 
timetable. 

Form Group Time 

8 D 
9.00am – 9.45am 

8 I 

8 S 
9.45am – 10.30am 

8 C 

8 O 
10.30am – 11.15am 

8 V 

8 E 
11.15am – 12.00pm 

8 R 

9 D 
12.45pm – 1.30pm 

9 I 

9 S 
1.30pm – 2.15pm 

9 C 

9 O 
2.15pm – 3.00pm 

9 V 

9 E 
3.00pm – 3.45pm 

9 R 

 
 

All students, who have consent, are asked to enter the school site via the Stapleton House entrance and make their way 

to the Sports Hall.   On completion of their COVID test, students will leave the Sports Hall by the main playground exit and 

leave the school via the bus lanes.  

 

After their first test, we will be able to manage the second and third test whilst students are back in school on a similar rotation 

basis. 

 

Year Groups 2nd Test 3rd Test 

Years 11, 12, and 13 Thursday 11 March Tuesday 16 March 

Years 7 and 10 Friday 12 March Wednesday 17 March 

Years 8 and 9 Monday 15 March Thursday 18 March 

 

Remote Education 

 

As we will be both testing and phasing students back into school from Monday 8 March, I will be asking teachers to cease ‘live’ 

remote lessons on Friday 5 March but to continue setting work via Show My Homework for the Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday for students who are not in school for face-to-face teaching.  It may be that teachers will have pre-prepared ‘live’ 

materials that they were intending to upload for the week beginning 8 March and I have suggested that they upload as planned 

and notify their students accordingly.   

 

 

 

 



Face Coverings 

 

There remains a good deal of debate and strong feeling on both sides surrounding the use of face coverings but we are advised 

to ensure face coverings are used in recommended circumstances.  

 

The DFE recommendation is for face coverings, although not mandatory, to be worn by adults and students when moving 

around the premises outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be 

maintained. Face coverings do not need to be worn when outdoors on the premises. We had adopted this approach during the 

Autumn Term and student engagement was extremely good. 

 

In addition, it is now recommended that face coverings should be worn in classrooms or during activities unless social distancing 

can be maintained. This does not apply in situations where wearing a face covering would impact on the ability to take part in 

exercise or strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons.  

 

The DFE has recommended this additional precautionary measure for a limited time, during what they consider to be a period 

of high coronavirus (COVID-19) prevalence in the community. We are advocating this as an approach but understand that 

there will be exemptions.   

 

We have staff and students who are exempt from wearing face coverings.  If you feel that your child falls into the group for 

exemption or you do not consent to your child wearing a face covering, please let us know. 

 

These measures will be in place and reviewed at Easter depending upon both the advice and effectiveness and impact of the 

measure. I am conscious of the amount of time required to be wearing face coverings and it will be important to take in time 

outside during the course of the day. 

  

Some Learning Support Assistants have been using transparent face coverings where necessary, to assist communication with 

someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial expression to communicate.   Teaching staff may also require such 

face coverings and have been encouraged to collect supply from school. 

 

Our classrooms are laid out so that there is sufficient ‘social distancing’ between teachers and students and as such, students 

may find that staff remove their face coverings to provide instruction and feedback.  Unfortunately, we do not have the capacity 

for students to be socially distanced, hence the change in advice from central government. 

 

Readying yourself 

 

We are nearly at the point of returning to school and Mr Golding will be writing to parents and carers, outlining reminders for 

coming back.  Our routines will be the same as for September and we will make sure that we take time re-familiarise yourself 

with timings and routines during your first form period. 

 

It will be good to see everyone back but we still have to be careful and look after each other.  Both the testing, use of face 

coverings and the increasing numbers of people receiving the vaccine, give us a positive outlook.  We all hope that this will be 

the final lockdown and if we all do ‘our bit’, we will ensure that our school remains a safe place. 

 

As a reminder, I have included an appendix covering the existing control measures that we have in place, designed to minimise 

contact and the spread of the virus. 

 

Take care. 

 

 
Vince Murray 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 

 

As we return from our second lockdown, it is important to remember that we are not starting afresh and have experienced a 

term of operating with control measures in place: 

 

• We have existing year group bubbles: Year 7, Year 8, Year 9, Year 10, Year 11, and 6th Form. 

• We have created zones for the bubbles to be taught in i.e. each year group being taught in the same 

area of the school, where possible, as much as possible. 

• All teaching for KS3 taking place within the zone for their bubble.  Zones have been colour coded and 

the site is prepared to reflect this.  

• The vast majority of teaching for KS4 takes place in the zone for each bubble.  The exception to this is 

to allow movement from the zone for option subjects that require specialist rooms. 

• We have scheduled staggered breaks and lunchtimes in order to retain consistent groups. 

• Subjects that require specialist rooms have adapted their KS3 curriculum to enable curriculum 

knowledge and skills to be learned in a general teaching space.   

• Social distance measures and hygiene controls currently exist within the staffroom.   

• We have forsaken mass gatherings, in the form of assemblies, and using our registration period to 

manage the staggered start to the day.   

• A staggered end to the day.  

• In order to minimise contact between groups: different groups of students use different entrances and 

exits to the school based upon their start / finish time and location of their zone. 

• One-way systems are in place throughout the school. 

• There are ample sanitising stations located throughout the school as well as in classrooms. 

• Students were provided with new exercise books, if required, at the start of term and encouraged to 

take these home with them and bring them in, as required, on a daily basis. 

• Learning Support Assistants have been allocated to and working within Year Group bubbles. 

• Adopted the wearing of face coverings for all in corridors and communal areas. 

From 8 March 

• The recommendation to wear face coverings in classrooms. 

• All staff will be issued with home test kits from the 8 March. These can be used twice a week to help 

us quickly identify any asymptomatic members of staff.  

• On completion of the three tests in school, all students will be issued with home test kits. 
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