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     7 May 2021 
 

 

Dear Parent/ Carer 

 

I am writing to let you know that JCQ who oversees the examination boards, have confirmed 
arrangements for the 2021 teacher assessed grades.  We have looked at the guidance very carefully 
and have produced a Centre Policy in response to this. You have a copy of our Centre Policy, which is 
attached to this letter, which confirms what we will be doing to reach the teacher assessed grades and 
how we will follow the guidance given. Below you will find a few key questions and key points which I 
think it is important to share.  Please do make contact if you or your child have any questions or concerns 
either through their Form Tutor, Year Team Leader or myself. 

 
How do we know what evidence will be used? 
Following the training that has been received, subjects are currently finalising which pieces of evidence 
will be used to support the teacher assessed grades. There is no minimum or maximum number but 
subjects are being asked to use a range of evidence.  As noted in the Centre Policy, this will include the 
in class assessments, which students are currently completing and may also include substantial pieces 
of classwork or homework, their NEA or coursework and evidence of performances for subjects such as 
Drama, Music or PE. Teachers will share with students’ which pieces of work they will base their 
assessment judgements on before the recommended grades are submitted after half term in June. This 
means there should be fewer surprises come results days in August. 
 
How will the grades be checked? 
Teachers’ judgements will be subject to internal quality assurance, which will include internal 
standardisation and moderation. Exam boards will also carry out quality assurance – reviewing the 
overall approach being taken by each school and also, for a number of centres, reviewing a sample of 
the grading judgements made. 
 
Reporting 
During a normal school year, we would plan to release data to students at three points during the 
academic year, with the final data released prior to sitting examinations. This year, we have released 
data at two points and we feel that the second data entry was well timed for students to understand 
where they were prior to the second lockdown.  Following some updated guidance from JCQ, it is clear 
that we are not able to release a third data prediction at this stage.  We have been told that ‘Centres 
must ensure that students are aware of the evidence used to determine their grade. 
Although teachers may share results associated with individual pieces of evidence, which 
could be a grade or a mark, they must not share with students the grades they have or will 
submit to awarding organisations before results are released.’  We want to ensure that the 
teacher assessed grades which we produce are not compromised and therefore will follow this guidance.   
 
Leaving Date 
Year 11 will have their final official school day on Thursday 27 May. There will be no taught lessons or 
assessments on this day, more details to follow on this.  We are following DfE guidance which allows us 
to give students a period of independent study leave after May half term. No assessed work will be 
completed after this date but we will provide valuable activities which students can engage in from 
home to support their transition. The official school leaving date is Friday 25 June, however, students 
will not be expected to attend school from Friday 28 May. 
 
 
 
 



 
Results Date 
Thursday 12 August 2021 is the Year 11 Results’ Day. More details to follow about how we will release 
the grades to students.   
 
If we do not agree with the grade my child receives, can we appeal? 
Students will be able to appeal their grade if they believe an error has been made, or they do not believe 
it is a fair reflection of their work.  Appeals will be submitted to the exam boards by schools and colleges, 
on behalf of their students. Exam boards will publish more details on that shortly.  JCQ have said that 
they will be releasing more details about the appeals policy and when we have that, I will share this 
with you.  It is worth noting that many of the normal issues that lead to appeals will not apply this year. 
Students will receive grades based on teacher judgement, so there will not be the usual pattern of 
schools/colleges applying for reviews of marking on the basis that students are one or two marks below 
a grade boundary. There also will not be grade boundaries this year as there are no exams. 
 
Many thanks for all of the support that you are providing for your child at this time.  We are aware that 
even though examinations have been cancelled, students are still engaging with the in-class 
assessments.  We have tried our best to manage this across their range of subjects to give them the 
time to ensure they are prepared for each assessment.  

 

Yours faithfully 
 

  
Becky Brown 
Deputy Headteacher 
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