
This term has seen the return of examinations after a two-year
absence, where schools have returned to both centre-assessed
grades, and teacher-assessed grades. Year 11 and Year 13 students
have responded magnificently to the expectations set within the
examination rooms. There is a great deal to get right in performing
our duties as an examinations centre and our examinations team
have been first class in preparing and ensuring the examination
schedule runs smoothly for our students sitting the exams.  I also
note and observe in the mornings the number of staff on hand to
meet and greet and ensure that students are settled and ready for
the examination ahead of them. The remainder of the school have
been cooperative of the please be Quiet’ notices, especially now as
we have multiple breaks and lunchtimes. This is appreciated and
students will know that at one time or another they will be the ones
sitting their public examinations in the school hall.

As a school we are part of a 
Cooperative Trust, the Aylesbury
Learning Partnership of Schools 
and I thoroughly enjoyed having
the opportunity to watch our 
shared Jubilee celebratory 
performance with our partners 
at Turnfurlong Junior School 
and Turnfurlong Infant School 
who celebrated the Queen’s 50th
Jubilee through dance, music, 
and art. It was a wonderful 
occasion, and the level of art 
and performance was excellent.
We will be sure to feature a full 
article about this exciting project in our next edition of The Gazette. 

Thoughts From The 
Headteachers Desk 
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June has brought temperatures well above average and as a country we
are not necessarily equipped for temperatures above 30 degrees
Celsius. Students and staff coped with the high temperatures, and it is
reassuring to know that we can adjust uniform and students will adapt
both appropriately and with little fuss or excitement.

I was so proud of our Year 8 Boys and Year 8 Girls Handball teams who
made it to the national finals,  held in Nottingham. This is a fantastic
achievement. To have one team represent our school is great, but to
have two is truly exceptional. This is an occasion to celebrated and
remembered. You can read all about how well they got on in this edition. 

This term brings the return of Sports Day, which is to be held on Friday
1st July, which is the return to a whole school event and day at the
Guttman Stadium. It has always been a great spectacle for our school
and something the whole school engages in and supports. Hopefully the
weather will play its part and the day will be another step towards
normal school life. Selected students will also have the opportunity to
represent our school at The District Athletics event. Year 8 History visit
to the Black Country Living Museum has been well received and will be
going out soon, along with the River Thames Geography Visit.

Students have also been out preparing for
their Duke of Edinburgh expeditions which 
will be completed this half-term. All 
these activities add to the curriculum and 
experience of our school, and I am 
grateful to staff in spending the time both
organising and delivering visits and 
events. In addition to this Mr Netley and
Miss Glenister are busy preparing their
rewards day for students in recognition of 
their effort and attitude to learning throughout the year.

Students always benefit from reduced numbers in school during and
after the examination period because they have more space to use at
their leisure during break and lunchtime and this makes for a more
relaxed atmosphere in school. Students and staff will maintain their
efforts for the remainder of the term, and I extremely encouraged by
the developmental work we are implementing in school.
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"As a school
community we

are far
stronger when

we work
together. All
successful

people have
had the

support of
others at some

point in their
journey. "

 

Prior to this it was a pleasure to welcome one of
the Year 2 classes from Turnfurlong Infant School
to see a portrait photo of the Queen which was
donated to our school and a photograph of the
Queen walking down our stairs on her way to have
her lunch in the main school hall, along with 120
guests, on her visit to Aylesbury in 1962. Both
photographs are located along the corridor
outside of my office in school. 



Havin’ a go.
Kindness and empathy.
Acknowledging the teacher.
Saying please and thank you. 
Picking up any litter.
Smiling at others.

Where did the first half of the Summer term go?! Easter seems a
distant memory now and as the days get longer and the sun is thankfully
making more and more of an appearance. 

Year Seven are still top of attendance and achievement points as we
approach the final 'leg' of their Year Seven career. 

Before GCSE's and other exams took priority in the main hall, as a year
group we managed to sneak in an assembly in which we talked about
the importance of manners and small things that can make a
difference. These non-negotiables were chosen by the tutors and are
important for the students to incorporate into their day to day lives
whilst at school to prepare them for the outside world. In no order of
importance, they were: 

All of these are important life skills and we hope that they help the
students on their paths to having successful lives and careers in the
future whatever they maybe. 
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Year Group Round-Ups
Year 7 - Mr Holmes and Mrs Picton 

Have a go.
 

Kindness and
empathy.

 
Acknowledge the

teacher.
 

Say please and
thank you. 

 
Picking up any

litter.
 

Smile at others.
 

 



As we head into the final few weeks of the academic year, there is lots
that we can look forward to in the first 'real' end of summer term for a
few years. In the coming weeks the Year 8s have Trips, Sports Day, Key
Stage 3 Awards Evening, as well as the usual end of term reward events
to look forward to. 

We are always delighted with our year group when they represent and
do our school proud. In the previous Grange Gazette we mentioned the
Year 8 boys coming as runner ups in the U13s Bucks Cup Final. This time
we celebrate the success of our Handball teams who recently travelled
to Nottingham. The boys came 4th out of 450 teams competing and the
girls came 7th out of 370 teams competing. An incredible achievement
for both the boys and girls teams! 

At the time of writing, the Year 8s are
currently doing their end of year in class 
assessments. There is no doubt that
these will demonstrate the enormous
progress the year group have made
over the last two years both as a
collective and at an individual level. 
They Year 8s have shown incredible 
maturity doing these assessments and
we know that the Year 8s are in a 
good position heading into Year 9. 

As we go into the final few weeks, some students do start 'relaxing' and
start falling short of our expectations of them. Just a reminder that our
uniform expectations remain until the end of the academic year as do
our behavior, attendance and punctuality expectations. We would
appreciate it if you could have a conversation with your child regarding
these expectations and help support us with these to ensure we have
the best possible end to Year 8!
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"We are
always

delighted with
our year

group when
they

represent our
school and do

us proud."

 

Year 8 - Mr Ali and Miss Bellin 



Year 9 have continued to impress and have sailed through the options
process with the minimum of stress to all involved. All groups for next
year have been finalised for the timetable – well done Year 9!! 

We have done very well with 
achievement points with many 
students getting a badge for being 
awarded over 750 achievements which
is fantastic. There are also 24% of
students still with no behaviour points
which is showing how many of you are 
doing the right thing in lessons. 
Attendance is at 90.5% which could be improved in this fair weather
and Punctuality is steady at 95.7%. It is really important that we are in
school and on time as we head to year 10.

We have a non-uniform day to look forward to in the remaining weeks
based on the last reports to be sent home and also a rewards day, so
keep on the right track and working as hard as you doing! We also have
your first whole school sports day which is proving to be very exciting
and should be a tremendous day out!
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Year 10 - Miss Vakani and Mr Hains 

Well done to Year 10 students for all of the hard work they have put in
this half term. Their behaviour has been excellent and we’re very proud
of their work ethic as they prepare for their forthcoming mock exams.
 
Last term we had Parents Evening which went very well and it was a
good opportunity for us to share all of the great things that our
students have doing in school.
 

 

"Year 9 have
continued to
impress and
have sailed
through the

options
process with
the minimum

of stress to all
involved."

 

Year 9 - Mr Walsh and Miss McCormack

On behalf of Miss McCormack and myself,
we would like to say a big well done to the
whole year group on the way you have
worked with us and we really look forward
to working with you in year 10. Also, a big
thanks to the form tutors for all your hard
work in supporting the students the way
you do.
 



We have been so impressed with the way Year 11 have conducted
themselves through the exam season. They have been exemplary role
models for the younger year groups. 

Details surrounding Results day will be emailed home towards the end of
the school year; but we look forward to celebrating the success of our
year in person in August. 

We wish Year 11 the 
absolute best of luck for 
their exams and of course 
their futures. We hope you
have a truly wonderful
summer! You've
earned the break- enjoy it!

A huge well done to some of our Year 10s who recently went to Stoke
Mandeville Stadium where they led primary schools of deaf and other
SEN child in a Pentathlon competition. The feedback that we received
from the organisers was outstanding. We’re so proud of you!  We'll
share more about this project in the final edition of the Grange Gazette
at the end of the academic year. 
 
Moving forward, we wish 
them all the best with 
their mock exams in 
preparation for their 
most important year in
school.

Let's continue to work hard
for this final part of the 
Summer Term.
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"We have been so
impressed with
the way Year 11

have conducted
themselves

through the exam
season. They

have been
exemplary role
models for the
younger year

groups."

 
Year 11 - Mrs Liptot and Mrs Jones



Year 13 students have now had their last full school day and are
currently on study leave. On the last day students were incredibly well
behaved and full of high spirits, the celebrations were very well
organised and they did the school proud.

All year 13 students have been incredibly prompt to their exams and
following the exam procedures well. Staff and students are looking
forward to celebrating their time at The Grange School on Tuesday 12th
July 2022 which is their Prom date.
 
Year 12 students have 
started to take responsibility as 
the newly appointed oldest 
students in the School. The 
process of appointing the 
Sixth Form Leadership Team is 
currently underway and we 
look forward to the positive 
impact that they are going to 
have on the school community. 

Students are also starting to put together their Personal Statements
and Cover Letters in anticipation for their University, Apprenticeship or
Employment applications in the next academic year. 

Year 12 students are also working hard preparing for their Mock Exams
which take place at the end of the summer term and sourcing Work
Experience placements for the week commencing 11th July 2022.
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"On the last day
the Year 13

students were
incredibly well
behaved and

full of high
spirits, they did

the school
proud."

 

Sixth Form 

Sixth Form - Mr Russell 



STEMNET Club continues to go from strength to strength. All of the
students who attend really enjoying the creative and fun experiments
we do!

Last half term we were investigating out how to fight off zombies, this
half term our scientific minds have been investigating “Witchcraft and
Wizardry”.

STEMNET (or Science Club) runs on a Tuesday afterschool from 3pm to
4pm in S5. Its open to all students who want to attend in Years 7 – 9.
Students can just drop in whenever they like!
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STEMNET Club News! 

"Join us
on a

Tuesday
afternoon

after
school
from

 3-4pm."



Our Year 7 RS students have been studying Buddhism and the Wheel of
Life, examining the different realms of existence and how one can
escape the Wheel and reach nirvana - enlightenment. They looked at
traditional wheels and how the different teachings are portrayed, then
were tasked with either developing an explanation of them, or creating
their own wheels, with pop-culture representations to demonstrate
their understanding of the characteristics of the realms and the
behaviours that result in rebirth into them.

Here's a small flavour of the excellent and creative work we received. 
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Fabulous Religious Studies Work "The students have
been studying

Buddhism and the
Wheel of Life,
examining the

different realms of
existence and how
one can escape the

Wheel and reach
nirvana -

enlightenment. 

The RS Department



Art and Design 
Performing arts and media 
Psychology.  

We are delighted to be piloting a brand 
new careers event this academic year.

Our Employer Day, coorodinated by 
Careers Adviser, Sue Kittles has been 
developed to give students the 
opportunity to engage with employers
on a face to face basis. Students were 
surveyed to discover the most popular careers areas. 

We are still seeking employers for a few key areas. These are:

If you are a parent/carer working in one of these fields and are able to
help we would be most grateful or please do pass on the information
to any suitable friends or family. 

Please see our school website for more information about this
exciting event. 
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“The event
will give

students an
opportunity

to engage
with

employers
on a face to
face basis."

Sue Kittles, Careers Adviser 

Year 10 Employer Day - 13 July
2022

https://www.grange.bucks.sch.uk/employer-day-can-you-help
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"Our young people
supporting the
event showed

great leadership
and knowledge

and their
communication

with the younger
students was
exemplary. ."

 

26 young leaders from Year 10, 12 and 13 attended William Harding’s
School sports day on Tuesday 14th June. 

We were fortunate that the sun was shining and some of the
performances on show from the athletes were definitely worthy of
their medals! 

Our young people  supporting the event showed great leadership and
knowledge and their communication with the younger students was
exemplary.
 
Staff from the event were very complimentary about our students
commenting:

‘"A massive thank you to all of your amazing sports
leaders. Even when things did not quite go according to
plan they did so well at adapting to the situation.’ 
 
Another great event in which our students have shown they are
fantastic role models and have demonstrated a clear example of what
our students can achieve.

Young Leaders Support William
Harding School Sports Day 
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Thank you to Teddy in 9E's Mum who emailed into school to let us know
that he and his younger brother, had made Jubilee pebbles over half
term.  

The boys gave each of their neighbours a pebble before their street
party then sold the remainder at Rivets Sports and Social Club for a
minimum donation of £1. They are donating 50% to Florence
Nightingale Hospice charity. So far, they have raised more than £50.

A huge thank you to our 
amazing school PTA, Friends
of The Grange School for 
another very successful 
event! 

Student and staff alike 
hugely enjoyed the second 
doughnut sale of the year! 

Look out for more great events coming soon! 
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"A huge thank
you to our 

amazing
school PTA,

Friends
of The Grange

School for 
another very
successful 

event! "

Student Produces Jubilee Artwork 

PTA Donut Sale Success!



Key Stage 3 have been continuing their skill challenges within Art and
Design

Last week the focus has had cross curriculum links with Maths, DT
and Science. Students have been focusing on learning about negative
and positive spaces, geometry, motifs and learning about creating
their own Mendi designs.

I think you would agree from the examples below that they have made
a fantastic start to this challenge. Well done!
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"What  a
fantastic

start to our
cross

curricular
challenge."

 

Excellent Art! 

C
reativity 



35 students took part in this year’s Triathlon Event at Stoke
Mandeville Stadium.
 
The students started the event off in the pool where they swam a
50m relay to see how many metres they could cover in 15 minutes.
During this time they showed great determination and resilience at
what was an unexpected challenging task. 

They then had a speedy transition back onto dry land where they
worked hard on the static bikes before heading to the track to
complete the final event of the run.

The students worked brilliantly as a team and as always showcased
the Can Do Attitude that we continually promote and encourage
within school. 

The students enjoyed the event immensely and are already looking
forward to doing it again next year. Well done team!

Mrs Bradley 
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"The students
worked

brilliantly as a
team and as

always
showcased the
Can Do Attitude

that we
continually

promote and
encourage

within school."

 

Students Excel at Triathlon Event



Our hugely popular Friends of The Grange
School Quiz Night is set to make a 
return!

Please do put Friday 18 November 2022 
into your diaries now! 

More information will follow in the 
Autumn Term of the new academic year. 

The last event which was so enjoyed by all 
who attended raised a fabulous £850 for the school. This money will
be used to give even more opportunities to our students.

Let's see if we can smash that for the next event! 

On Thursday 12 May we held the first primary school sporting festival,
back at The Grange School, since COVID hit. And what a start to them
it was! We had 115 Year 4 students from Bedgrove Junior School
attend a multi skills festival.
 
We were lucky enough to have eleven Year 10 leaders and fifteen
Sixth Form leaders that made the event run like a dream! 

The students were in charge of leading 1 of 10 different sporting
stations that the Bedgrove students moved around in a circuit of
activities.

Our leaders showed great enthusiasm all afternoon making the Year 4
students feel very valued for their efforts. They provided clear
explanations and demonstrations and motivated continually
throughout each one. It was also very nice to hear the positive
comments from the staff at Bedgrove Junior school about our
leaders and how amazing they were! 

The Year 4 students left here very tired but very happy! 😊
 
Mrs Bradley.
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"It was very
nice to hear the

positive
comments

from the staff
at Bedgrove

Junior school
about our

leaders and
how amazing
they were! "

 

Sports Festival Success 

PTA Quiz Night - Save The Date! 



On Sunday 19 June we had a nice and early 7am start for our coach
trip up to Nottingham University where all of them were in very good
spirits some excellent Handball was played by all.
 
The girls throwed off 
first with a tough 
opening game against 
the eventual winners
losing only 5-0 (They 
beat the team in the 
final 10-2 ….. just saying)
 
The boys first game was a resounding 4-2 win, with some great out
field play and all the boys really coming together as a team, William J
and Jackson L leading from the front with Tye D formidable at the
back.
 
The group stages were very competitive as would be expected at the
national finals, but with some excellent results the girls beating
Toynbee (who we lost to in the regional rounds 7-3) with some
fantastic attacking play from Ruby S and Kimberley R.
The boys made it through win 2nd place into the Semi Finals winning
their last game 7-3.
 
The semi finals bought it’s own challenges with some suspect referee
decisions going against use they lost out 6-4 to the eventual winners
St Andrews School. This meant they were in to the 3rd / 4th play off
against St Bonaventures school from East London who they had lost
out to in the pool stages. The Grange took an early lead but St
Bonaventures came back strong to make it 5-5 and took the game to
5 minutes extra time, some absolutely outstanding saves from Goal
Keeper Morgan S kept us in the game and with the score remaining 5-
5 took us to penalties.

The boys showed great tenacity and unfortunately only lost out 2-1 on
penalties, with the St Bonaventures being the Arsenal Academy u13
keeper. 4th is never an easy place to come particularly when you’ve
left everything on the court and at the end of the day are only 12/13,
the results meaning that the boys are 4th in the country out of 450
Teams with the girls being 7th out of 370.

For anyone wishing to watch some action from the event, the boys
3rd / 4th play off and nail biting penalties is below from 6hrs 51
minutes onwards and the girls 7-3 win over Toynbee is at 3hrs 55
mins. England Handball - National School Competition 2022 - U13
Court 2 - YouTube 
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Students Wow at Handball
National Finals 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBDr-bPKhNo


Huge congratulations to all of the students who took part in the
Honeycomb Dance Festival during the Easter holiday on the Waterside
stage. 

The following, quite frankly brilliant students all took part to showcase
their talents:

Tasnim W, Macie J, Isobel H, Hannah Grace S Roo C, Amie C, Freddy H,
Nevaeh D, Holly C, Kiera S, Emma R, Darcey M, Hattie C and Niamh H.

They were simply amazing and looked very professional performing
alongside many of the local dance schools and professional dance
troop Urban Strides senior crew. 

Also a big congratulations to Miss Sullivan who has now finally seen her
choreography on the Waterside stage having been cancelled in 2020
when we were weeks away from performing.
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"The
students 

 were simply
amazing and

looked 
very

professional.
We are so

proud of you
all! "

 

Honeycomb Dance Festival 2022



Keep up to date with all of the latest goings on in school via our
social media accounts.
                     

                         Facebook                                                            Twitter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition, we're always delighted to hear from our
stakeholders to address your feedback.....

 
The Grange School

 
Wendover Way

 
Aylesbury, HP21 7NH

 
01296 390900

 
marketing@grange.bucks.sch.uk

 
Visit us on the web at www.thegrange.bucks.sch.uk.

A gentle reminder that all absences should be reported by
telephone on 01296 390919 or via the attendance email
attendance@grange.bucks.sch.uk 

Please can notes and medical evidence also be brought into
school prior to appointments rather than on the day.
Many thanks for your continued support.
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"Keep up to
date with all
of the latest
goings on in

school via our
social media
accounts on

Facebook
and Twitter."

 

A Note from the Attendance
Office 

Communication is Key

mailto:attendance@grange.bucks.sch.uk

